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manufacture  of  high  grade 
this  plant  established  by  C.  E. 
during  the  year  1890. 
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To  the 
FUTURE 


The  Village  of  Lancaster  was  only  two  years  old  when 
its  first  bank  —  the  Merchant’s  —  opened  its  doors  in 
1851.  Which  proves  that,  right  from  the  start,  this  cotn- 
munity  has  recognized  the  need  for  a  financial  institution. 

This  need  has  increased  with  the  years  and  will  continue 
to  increase  with  the  growth  of  the  community. 

For  this  reason,  we  wish  to  add  a  pledge  to  our  congratu¬ 
latory  message  on  this  100th  anniversary.  We  consider  it 
a  great  privilege  and  a  responsibility  to  be  the  only  com¬ 
mercial  bank  in  your  midst. 

And  .  . .  in  future  years,  we  will  keep  pace  with  the  inevi¬ 
table  growth  of  so  progressive  a  community. 
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THE  LANCASTER  STORY 


Incorporation 


On  an  evening  in  the  early  part  of  March, 
1849,  a  group  of  earnest  citizens  gathered  in 
the  home  of  William  Curtis  to  discuss  a  com¬ 
munity  topic  of  outstanding  interest.  The 
men  debated  long  and  excitedly  for  they  sen¬ 
sed  the  tremendous  significance  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  under  discussion;  and  the  decision  they 
made  at  that  momentous  meeting  was  rec¬ 
orded  for  posterity  several  days  later  when 
William  W.  Bruce  wrote  the  following  notice 
on  the  index  page  of  what  was  to  become  the 
first  Village  of  Lancaster  minute  book: 

“ELECTION  NOTICE  —  Notice  is  hereby 
given  that  in  pursuance  of  an  order  made  by 
the  court  of  sessions  for  Erie  County  on  the 
tenth  day  of  March,  1849,  and  filed  with  the 
clerk  of  said  county,  an  election  by  the  elec¬ 
tors  residing  in  the  following  described  terri¬ 
tory  —  situate  in  the  Town  of  Lancaster, 
County  of  Erie  and  State  of  New  York  and 
described  as  follows  to  wit: 

“Commencing  on  the  last  line  of  lot  No.  8 
in  the  tenth  section  on  the  north  bounds  of 


the  Attica  and  Buffalo  Railroad  thence  east 
on  said  road  503  feet  and  south  102  chains  to 
the  east  line  of  lot  No.  9  in  the  seventh  sec¬ 
tion  —  thence  south  two  degrees  west  48 
chains — thence  west  parallel  with  the  first 
mentioned  boundary  102  chains  —  thence 
north  two  degrees  east  48  chains  to  the  place 
of  beginning — 

“Will  be  held  at  the  house  of  William  Cur¬ 
tis  in  said  territory  on  the  fourth  day  of 
April,  1849,  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
whether  said  territory  shall  be  incorporated 
as  a  village  by  the  name  of  ‘The  Village  of 
Lancaster’, 

“The  poll  of  which  election  will  be  opened 
at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  and  closed  at  4  o’clock 
F,  M. 

(Signed) 

“ELIAS  BISSELL 
“BRADLEY  MOORE 
“JACOB  JERGE 

“Inspectors  of  the  Election. 

“Dated  this  thirteenth  day  of  March,  1849." 

The  home  of  William  Curtis  was.  again  the 
scene  of  feverish  activity  on  April  4,  During 
the  specified  hours,  89  upstanding  residents 
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LANCASTER 

CENTENNIAL 

1849  -  1949 


THE  NEXT  100  YEARS  WILL  BE  EASIER! 


The  Good  Old  (Hardship)  Hays  that  Lancas¬ 
ter  old-timers  used  to  talk  about  were  doomed 
on  April  28,  1897,  when  the  Lancaster  Village 
Board  entered  into  a  contract  with  Ernest  Fey- 
ler  for  20  electric  street  lights,  and  thereby 
brought  to  an  end  an  era  of  kerosene  lamp 
street  lighting  which  had  lasted  for  33  years* 

That’s  not  so  long  ago*  Any  man  or  woman 
53  years  old  Is  older  than  Lancaster’s  electric 
lighting  system,  which  was  born  when  Mr.  Fey- 
ler  switched  the  current  into  the  first  primitive 
street  lighting  circuits  from  a  generator  set  in 
the  basement  of  what  is  now  Braun’s  Dry  Goods 
Store* 

Electric  street  lamps  have  only  been  lighted 
in  Lancaster  for  52  years*  Vet,  in  that  52  years, 
thousands  of  jobs  in  the  home,  in  the  store  and 
office,  in  the  factory  and  on  the  farm,  have 
been  made  easier — yes,  living  itself  has  been 
made  easier,  safer,  more  enjoyable  by  electri¬ 
city. 

Electricity,  at  first,  was  scarce.  But  this  un¬ 
seen  power  proved  to  be  a  reliable  public  ser¬ 
vant,  and,  by  1900,  just  three  years  after  the 
first  electric  street  lamps  were  installed,  oil 


lamps  for  street  lighting  had  been  abandoned 
entirely  in  Lancaster,  and  Mr.  Feyler  petitioned 
the  Village  Board  for  permission  to  extend  his 
electric  lines  throughout  the  entire  commun¬ 
ity*  Needless  to  say,  the  capacity  of  the  small 
power  plant  in  the  store  basement  was  soon  far 
below  the  demand  foi;  power. 

When  electricity  was  scarce,  it  was  expensive. 
As  late  as  20  years  ago,  the  average  cost  of  resi¬ 
dential  electricity  in  Lancaster  was  8.152  cents 
per  kilowatt  hour*  Since  then,  your  increased 
use  —  and  our  rate  reductions  —  have  reduced 
this  64  per  cent.  The  average  home  now  gets 
three  times  as  much  electricity  for  its  money 
as  It  did  in  1928, 

For  many  years,  electric  lights,  electric  irons, 
and  electric  toasters  were  about  all  of  the  elec¬ 
trical  devices  used  in  the  home — and  a  few 
lights  and  fewer  motors  were  all  that  the  aver¬ 
age  factory  required*  Compare — today!  The 
use  of  electricity  for  light,  heat,  and  power  in 
this  area  has  more  than  doubled  since  1939,  A 
continuous  program  of  expansion,  at  record 
high  costs,  has  been  necessary  to  keep  ahead  of 
ever  increasing  demands  for  electricity— at  the 
lowest  rates  ever* 
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made  their  appearance  and  solemnly  went 
through  the  laborious  procedure  of  voting. 
When  the  official  tally  was  taken  that  eve¬ 
ning,  it  was  learned  that  Lancaster  had  vot¬ 
ed  in  favor  of  incorporation  by  a  count  of  61 
to  28. 

It  was  further  noted  in  the  first  minutes 
that  since  there  was  no  newspaper  published 
in  the  Township  of  Lancaster,  Mr*  Bruce 
complied  with  the  law  of  “publishing  the 
articles  of  incorporation”  by  writing  them 
out  on  vellum  and  posting  them  in  front  of 
every  hostelry,  inn,  tavern,  store  and  smithy 
in  the  village  limits* 

Of  interest  is  the  first  village  ordinance  or 
“resolution,”  as  it  was  called*  This  resolve 
of  the  village  fathers,  taking  precedence  over 
all  other  important  community  business,  was 
as  follows: 

“It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  cattle,  horses, 
sheep,  swine  or  geese  to  run  at  large  within 
the  bounds  of  the  village  of  Lancaster,  under 
the  penalty  of  50  cents  for  each  animal  so 
found  wandering  around  in  said  village,” 

The  first  general  election  was  held  in  an 
atmosphere  truly  characteristic  of  a  by-gone 
era.  Torch-light  parades  were  held  nightly 
for  the  various  candidates  and  feeling  ran 
high,  Ira  Slaper  polled  the  highest  number 
of  votes — 47 — while  John  Parker,  John  Mc¬ 
Lean  and  David  Osgood  received  45  each. 


Charles  Kurts,  who  got  44  votes,  was  the  fifth 
successful  candidate  in  the  initial  election. 

John  M*  Safford  became  the  first  village 
tax  collector,  and  Henry  L.  Bingham  the  first 
official  village  clerk,  William  H*  Grimes  be¬ 
came  treasurer,  and  Truman  Luce  the  first 
village  police  chief  or  “round  master”  as  that 
official  was  then  called. 

The  first  village  “scandal”  cropped  up  in 
1856.  At  the  meeting  of  July  28,  the  trustees 
resolved  to  start  action  against  Aaron  Hitch¬ 
cock,  a  former  collector,  “for  money  remain¬ 
ing  in  his  hands  and  belonging  to  said  vil¬ 
lage.” 

No  less  than  six  different  sets  of  by-laws 
were  recorded  in  the  first  minute  book  and 
none  of  them  revealed  any  material  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  set  originally  adopted  at  the 
1848  session. 

Thus  was  the  general  picture  a  century  ago, 
and  thus  did  our  hardy  and  venerable  fore¬ 
fathers  lay  the  solid  groundwork  for  the 
Lancaster  Centennial. 

The  Township 

The  story  of  the  township  began  46  years 
earlier — in  1803 — when  James  and  Asa  Wood¬ 
ward  hewed  the  nucleus  of  a  tiny  community 
out  of  the  lush  woodland  territory  at  what 
is  now  Bowmansville.  Soon  after  them  came 
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William  Blackmon,  Alanson  Eggleston,  David 
Hamlin,  Joel  Parmelee,  Warren  Hull,  Peter 
Pratt,  Benjamin  Clark,  Edward  Kearney, 
Elisha  Cox,  Zophar  Beach,  Elias  Bissell  and 
Pardon  Peckham. 

In  1808,  the  main  road — a  narrow  lane— was 
laid  between  Buffalo  and  Lancaster.  The 
same  year,  the  first  saw- mill  in  the  town  was 
built  by  Daniel  Robinson.  In  1810,  he  sold  it 
to  Benjamin  Bowman  and  the  transition  in 
nomenclature  from  “Bowman’s  Mill”  to 
“Bowmansville”,  as  applied  to  the  mill  area, 
becomes  apparent  from  that  point. 

The  first  school  house  was  built  in  1810. 
Made  of  logs,  it  was  erected  on  the  north  side 
of  the  road  on  what  was  later  the  Leonard 
Blackmon’  farm.  Miss  Freelove  Johnson,  later 
Mrs.  Amos  Robinson,  was  the  first  teacher.  At 
about  this  time,  the  population  of  the  little 
community  was  increased  by  the  coming  of 
the  Johnsons,  the  Carpenters,  the  Fields,  the 
Paines,  the  Hibbards  and  others  who  contri¬ 
buted  richly  to  the  Lancaster  tradition. 

The  Rev.  John  Spencer,  a  clergyman  sent 
out  by  the  Connecticut  Missionary  Society  in 
1811,  was  among  the  first  gospel  ministers  to 
appear  in  the  new  settlement,  and  he  held 
services  in  private  homes  and  in  the  school 
building.  Finally,  on  February  7,  1813,  the 
Rev.  J.  A.  Mills,  a  young  pastor  from  Niagara 


Falls,  organized  the  first  Christian  parish 
under  the  name  of  Cayuga  Creek  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church.  Its  original  congregation  num¬ 
bered  13.  Construction  work  on  the  church 
building  began  in  1827,  and  the  congregation 
grew  and  flourished  until  Waith  Hall  was 
added  at  the  rear,  in  memory  of  Dr.  William 
Waith,  who  held  the  pastorate  from  1851  un¬ 
til  1911.  The  addition  was  built  in  1922  as 
a  Sunday  school  building  and  study.  Today, 
the  old  Presbyterian  Church  still  serves  the 
community  actively  and  is  one  of  its  proud¬ 
est  landmarks. 

History  attributes  the  great  number  of 
beautiful  old  shade  trees,  which  constitute 
such  a  marked  feature  of  our  present  lovely 
village, to  the  painstaking  care  and  artistic 
nature  of  one  Joseph  Carpenter.  Mr.  Car¬ 
penter  earned  his  livelihood  as  owner  and 
operator  of  the  first  local  tavern,  which  he 
erected  in  1811  at  a  spot  not  far  from  the 
present  site  of  the  Municipal  Building.  He 
is  described  as  “a  noble-hearted  man  who  did 
more  than  any  other  to  build  up  and  improve 
the  place”.  Tree  planting  was  a  major  ob¬ 
jective  on  his  schedule  for  beautifying  the 
village,  and  he  labored  long  and  diligently  on 
his  self-appointed  chore.  But  his  was  a  la¬ 
bor  of  love ;  and  today  the  beautiful  sentinels 
of  nature  continue  to  stand  as  memorials  to 
the  man  who  married  them  to  the  earth  of 
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his  beloved  village™even  though  that  village 
has  long  since  forgotten  his  name, 

Many  young  men  of  the  settlement  answ¬ 
ered  the  call  to  arms  in  the  War  of  1312, 
among  them  being  listed  the  names  of  Field, 
Potter,  Bird,  Sheldon,  Ackley,  Derrick,  Hull, 
Harmon,  Brown,  Hibbard,  Johnson,  Black¬ 
mon’  Peckham,  Standard  and  Thayer,  One, 
Moses  Tanner,  made  the  supreme  sacrifice. 
When  Buffalo  was  taken  and  burned  he  was 
found,  tomahawked,,  on  Seneca  Street. 

When  the  locale  of  the  war  shifted,  taking 
with  it  all  its  attendant  privation  and  terror, 
the  elements  moved  in  to  contribute  a  cruel 
bit  to  the  already  innumerable  hardships  of 
the  settlers.  Local  records  tell  us  that  the 
year  1816  was  the  coldest  ever  known  here. 
“There  was  frost  every  month  of  the  twelve, 
foliage  did  not  appear  on  the  trees  until  after 
the  first  of  June.  The  next  year  wheat  was 
worth  $2  per  bushel,  and  corn  $1.50  and  so, 
great  distress  was  experienced/’ 

The  settlement  had  been  known  as  “Cay¬ 
uga  Creek”  and  in  1823  a  post  office,  under 
that  name,  was  established  near  the  present 
site  of  DeVille’s  Lumber  Yard.  Cayuga  Creek 
was  one  of  the  number  of  townships  into 
which  the  old  Township  of  Clarence  had  been 
divided.  However,  in  March,  1833,  the  com¬ 
munity  shed  that  identity  and  was  formally 


recognized  as  the  Township  of  Lancaster, 
which  name  was  taken  from  an  English 
duchy,  as  was  the  name  of  the  parent  com¬ 
munity,  Clarence. 

An  influx  of  foreigners  began  to  swell  the 
population.  The  Germans  came  first,  and  in 
the  greatest  numbers,  to  plant  their  sturdy 
and  valuable  roots  in  the  rich  terrain  of  the 
settlement.  Such  families  as  the  Adolfs 
Leiningers,  Kurtzes,  Nuwers,  Walters  and 
Youngs  were  among  the  first  to  arrive.  Fin¬ 
ally,  in  1849,  the  year  also  made  memorable 
by  village  incorporation,  the  Hollanders  be¬ 
gan  to  move  in,  lending  a  notable  impetus  to 
the  growih  and  development  of  the  commun¬ 
ity.  The  incoming  Dutch  were  a  wealthy  and 
enterprising  group,  most  of  whom  were  from 
Friesland,  Holland,  and  they  bought  up  con¬ 
siderable  land  on  which  they  immediately 
prepared  to  build  their  homes  and  settle 
permanently.  The  stimulation  lent  by  these 
property  purchases  is  made  apparent  by  the 
fact  that  the  price  went  up  at  once  from  $30 
to  $50  an  acre.  Among  the  pioneering  Dutch 
in  Lancaster  were  the  Dykstras,  Zuidemas, 
Idsardis,  Beukmans,  Van  Peymas  and  Koop- 
mans. 

By  1850,  the  town  was  about  equally  divided 
between  Americans  and  foreign-born  citizens, 
with  the  Germans  predominating.  With  the 
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community  now  increasing  its  population  in 
leaps  and  bounds,  and  with  marked  civic  and 
individual  progress  becoming  apparent  at 
every  turn,  it  was  only  natural  that  consid¬ 
eration  be  given  to  laying  the  foundation  for 
Lancaster's  financial  and  economic  structure* 
That  was  taken  care  of  in  1851  by  Geo.  Bruce, 
who  organized  the  Merchants  Bank,  which 
was  the  community's  first.  It  was  a  bank  of 
issue  as  well  as  of  discount  and  deposit,  and 
its  office  for  a  dozen  years  was  in  a  building 
where  the  real  estate  office  of  John  L*  Stae- 
ber  now  stands. 

In  1851,  there  were  14  brick  buildings  in 
Lancaster;  not  a  pound  of  coal  was  being 
burned  for  domestic  purposes;  the  only  piano 
in  town  belonged  to  Judge  Theodotus  Bur- 
well;  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
which  had  the  largest  congregation  of  any  of 
the  local  churches,  saw  their  church  tower 
nearing  completion;  the  New  York  Central 
was  the  only  railroad  that  ran  through  Lan~ 
caster  and  came  through  on  the  line  of  the 
present  Erie  tracks;  practically  the  only 
other  major  artery  of  travel  to  Buffalo  was 
over  the  Cayuga  Creek  Plank  Road,  better 
known  as  Broadway;  the  Lancaster  Glass 
Works,  the  chief  manufacturing  interest  by 
which  the  town  has  been  distinguished  for 
years,  was  in  its  second  successful  year  of 
operation;  and  the  Rev.  William  Waith  that 


summer  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  an  office  he  was  destined 
to  hold  for  the  next  60  years. 

The  Grapes  of  Wrath 

On  April  12,  1861,  a  cannon  at  Fort  Sumter, 
South  Carolina,  boomed  the  shot  that  was 
heard  around  the  world*  In  quiet,  far-away 
Lancaster,  New  York,  it  was  heard  almost  im¬ 
mediately;  and,  with  characteristic  prompt¬ 
ness,  the  patriotic  young  men  of  the  com¬ 
munity  rolled  up  their  sleeves  and  headed  for 
the  fray,  Nearly  all  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
Civil  War  were  volunteers,  but  some  cities 
and  towns  that  did  not  furnish  a  sufficient 
quota  had  to  resort  to  the  draft  or  the  bounty, 
the  lattef  system  by  which  substantial  sums 
were  offered  to  induce  men  to  enlist. 

About  125  Lancaster  men  went  to  Civil  War 
battlefields*  According  to  a  list  compiled  in 
1928  by  Jacob  Gottschalk,  himself  a  veteran 
of  the  Union  Army,  they  were  as  follows: 

Nickolas  Sahm,  James  Winspear,  George 
Knorr,  Nickolas  Stahl,  John  Fedder,  John 
DeViHe,  John  Brauer,  Andrew  Rupprecht, 
James  S,  Little,  Michael  Bund,  Adam  Grill, 
Joseph  Drudge,  John  Kientz,  James  Atwood, 
Adam  Goetp,  William  H.  Kientz,  Jacob  Berg- 
told,  Gregory  Frey,  Ambrose  Frey,  Peter 
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Hartman,  Henry  Haushalter,  William  Hutch¬ 
inson,  Christian  Lieb fritz,  John  Marzolf,  An¬ 
drew  D.  Neff,  John  V,  Richardson,  George 
Snyder,  John  Vol,  John  Condy,  Ira  D.  Rowley, 
Sullivan  F.  McArthur,  Oscar  P.  Gray,  John  A. 
Greene,  Levi  J.  Seamans’  Jacob  F.  Greene, 

Celon  Lewis,  Horace  C.  Bowman,  John  A. 
Mills,  Byron  Cunningham,  Almond  Cunning¬ 
ham,  Joseph  Swing,  Nickolas  F.  Niederlander, 
Oren  E.  Tanner,  Conrad  E.  Kiefer,  George  W. 
Greene,  John  Ricker t,  Cornelius  T.  Eggles¬ 
ton,  Jacob  Zurbrick,  Joseph  Hoenig,  Fred 
Heineman,  John  Diebolt,  John  Wicker,  James 
Smith,  Charles  Weber,  Andrew  Wendel, 
Joseph  Hastrich,  Henry  Schiefer,  Bradley 
Smith,  Christopher  G.  Funke,  Fred  Person, 
John  Jasper,  Fred  Duttweiler,  John  Bishop, 
Martin  Bishop,  Mathias  Hourt,  Linus  R. 
Wood,  Adam  Gerringer,  Jacob  Staub, 
Jr.,  Meinrad  Schwartz,  Louis  Halter,  Henry 
Loesch,  George  Winspear  Michael  Weil, 
George  Sauer,  John  H.  Ziegler,  Michael  An- 
steth,  Philip  Bcllier,  Henry  Johnson,  Fred¬ 
erick  Schneller,  Jean  G.  Engler,  Fred  Cook, 
Charles  Cook,  John  Walter,  Fred  Walter, 
Frank  Zine,  Jacob  Scheifle,  John  Pete,  Chris- 
tisn  Jacobson,  David  Goebel,  John  Landers, 
John  Floyd  Bingham,  A.  W.  Adams,  Joseph 
Miller,  F.  W.  Clapp,  James  Roach,  Jacob  Mat¬ 
ter,  Jacob  Erb,  J.  Bundschne,  John  Osterly, 
Joseph  Armbrust,  Alexander  Hattler,  Chris¬ 


tian  Rheinhardt,  John  Binkel,  Fred  Schueller, 
John  Ittel,  Andred  Hager,  John  N.  Waite 
John  Harrison  Mills. 

As  everywhere  in  the  Union,  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  precipitated  furious  discussion  in 
Lancaster.  Feeling  was  intense,  tempers 
short,  and  prejudices  strong.  Southern  sym¬ 
pathizers  and  their  opponents,  the  Anti- 
Slavery  faction,  divided  sharply  and  formed 
their  own  discussion  camps.  Locally,  the 
Southern  partisans  were  headed  by  George 
Bruce,  the  banker,  who  with  his  son  held 
forth  at  the  Merchants  Bank  building;  while 
the  opposition  rroup  of  equally  rabid  Repub¬ 
licans  was  led  by  Thurston  Carpenter,  crip¬ 
pled  merchant,  who  presided  from  his  wheel 
chair  at  his  store.  No  serious  trouble  de¬ 
veloped  between  the  two  hostile  camps,  but 
bitter  verbal  battles  were  frequent  and  a  dy¬ 
namite -keg  atmosphere  prevailed.  It  was 
impossible  to  be  neutral,  and  the  men  of  the 
community  rallied  either  to  one  side  or  the 
other  just  as  deliberately  as  though  a  barbed 
-wire  fence  had  been  erected  down  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  street,  forcing  them  to  choose  a 
definite  course. 

Town  Line,  more  violently  partisan,  actu¬ 
ally  voted  to  secede  from  the  Union.  Techni¬ 
cally,  the  little  hamlet  remained  out  of  the 
Union  until  194C,  when,  in  a  widely  publicized. 
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serio-comic  election,  it  voted  to  come  back 
in  the  fold. 

The  draft  continued  after  Lee's  surrender 
and  Lancaster's  first  regimented  call  to  aims 
did  not  come  until  April  11,  1865,  It  was 
conducted  at  the  home  of  General  Seroggs, 
district  provost  marshal,  on  Washington 
Street,  Buffalo,  A  committee  from  Lancas- 
ter,  headed  by  Henry  Atwood,  was  present  to 
supervise  the  drawing.  The  quota  was  30,  and 
60  names  were  drawn  to  provide  for  exemp¬ 
tions,  with  the  names  then  being  announced 
from  a  window  by  Atwood.  The  announce¬ 
ments  were  received  good-naturedly,  for  the 
drafted  men  had  little  to  worry  about  at 
this  late  date.  The  Union  Army  had  ended 
the  borrows  of  Andersonville  and  similar 
Southern  prison  camps  synonymous  with  dis¬ 
ease  and  starvation,  and  Lee's  capitulation 
had  practically  eliminated  even  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  any  more  shooting. 

Actually,  practically  the  entire  nation 
eight  days  before  Lancaster’s  first  draft  had 
heralded  the  fall  of  Richmond  as  the  literal 
end  of  the  war.  The  reaction  here  was  re¬ 
corded  as  follows: 

(tOn  the  third  of  April,  1865,  Richmond, 
the  capital  of  the  Confederacy  fell,  and  word 
was  conveyed  to  this  village  by  telegraph.  In 
our  village  the  little  cannon  roared,  the  flag 


was  raised;  the  bells  were  rung,  and  in  the 
evening,  a  long  procession  of  boys  paraded 
the  streets  with  a  torch,  a  banner,  and  a 
variety  of  jingling  things.  Houses  were  illum¬ 
inated  and  there  was  a  perfect  intoxication 
of  joy.” 

It  was  over.  The  Union  was  preserved. 

The  Uncertain  Years 

While  the  South  underwent  the  nightmare 
of  “Reconstruction”,  the  North  went  through 
its  period  of  readjustment  from  war  to  peace 
in  a  much  milder  form.  In  Lancaster,  1,000 
miles  removed  from  the  concentrated  fight¬ 
ing  area,  the  transition  was,  physically  and 
temperamentally,  passive  and  unemotional. 
The  Civil  War  battlefronts  returned  our 
lighting  men  who  headed  for  their  pre-mili¬ 
tary  chores  as  though  nothing  had  interrup¬ 
ted  their  customarily- calm  routine.  Aside 
from  an  occasional  spirited  declaration  of 
party  principle,  or  a  fiery  harangue  on  the 
North-South  situation  in  general,  no  out¬ 
standing  post-war  incident  occurred  to  ruf¬ 
fle  the  overfall  community  serenity;  and  the 
Great  Rebellion  slipped  into  the  years  to  add 
another  chapter  in  our  nation's  history. 

The  1866  census  placed  the  population  of 
village  at  1518  and  the  town  at  4112.  That 
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year,,  the  Episcopal  Church  began  to  conduct 
regular  services  in  the  old  Academy  Building; 
and,  in  about  the  same  year,  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  church  organs  wa&  begun  in  Lancas¬ 
ter*  The  business  eventually  failed  and  the 
building  which  housed  the  enterprise,  situ- 
ated  near  the  Erie  Station,  was  converted  in- 
to  a  malt  house*  The  village  board,  at  a 
meeting  in  March,  1867,  voted  in  favor  of 
street  lamps,  which  were  duly  installed,  They 
were  oil-burning  lights,  subsequenty  replaced 
by  the  gas- burning  type,  which  in  turn,  serv¬ 
ed  until  1897  when  the  first  electric  carbon 
street  lamps  made  their  appearance. 

In  1868,  the  Lancaster  Rural  Cemetery,  as 
such,  came  into  existence  with  a  charter  and 
a  full  set  of  rules.  For  years,  it  had  been  the 
burial  place  of  the  community's  historic  dead, 
but  had  fallen  into  deplorable  condition. 
With  an  interested,  far-seeing  group  spoil- 
soring  its  rehabilitation  it  became — and  re¬ 
mains— the  interment  site  of  some  of  Lan¬ 
caster's  most  notable  citizens,  with  their 
permanent  resting  places  clearly  marked  for 
posterity. 

The  spot  where  the  School  Street  School 
now  stands  was  the  subject  of  much  interest 
on  June  2,  1873.  On  that  date,  a  group  of 
civic  minded  men  and  women  assembled  to 
watch  the  ground-breaking  for  the  new  pub¬ 
lic  school  house,  on  a  lot  donated  to  the  com¬ 


munity  for  that  purpose  by  Ebenezer  Briggs. 
That  the  area  was  ample  in  size  for  the 
needs  of  the  settlement  is  apparent  from  the 
following  description:  “It  contained  a  half 
mile  track,  baseball  diamond  and  was  used 
generally  for  outdoor  recreation  of  every  de¬ 
scription*  Here  circuses  of  the  day  pitched 
their  tents  and  it  is  related  the  elephants 
were  watered  in  Plumfcottom  Creek" 

In  1874,  Lancaster’s  first  fire  department, 
the  Rescue  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  was 
born*  It  is  related  that  this  company,  which 
received  very  little  support  from  the  village 
itself,  held  its  organization  meeting  In  the 
office  of  Squire  John  G,  Dykstra  in  the  Leifer 
Building  on  West  Main  Street*  The  date  was 
July  20,  and  the  original  officers  were:  Jacob 
Gottschalk,  president;  George  Huber,  vice 
president;  John  Leininger,  treasurer;  Charles 
Bishop,  secretary;  J*  Losson,  foreman;  Gott- 
leib  Scheifflee,  assistant  foreman. 

The  company's  first  fire-fighting  appara¬ 
tus  consisted  of  a  wagon  equipped  with  wood¬ 
en  ladders  and  pails,  with  reserve  pails  being 
stored  under  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  Mr. 
Jacob  Jerge's  place  of  business  where  the 
Sugar  Bowl,  on  West  Main  Street,  now  stands, 
The  alarm  in  those  days  was  spread  by  yell¬ 
ing  “Fire!",  upon  which  village  residents  took 
up  the  cry  and  shouted  it  up  and  down  the 
streets*  This  system  prevailed  until  Judge 
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Grimes  loaned  the  struggling  fire  company 
$100  to  purchase  a  bell  which  was  installed 
on  the  lire  house.  This  structure  was  a  shed 
situated  next  to  the  residence  of  Charles  Be¬ 
low  on  West  Main  Street,  later  the  site  of  the 
Balthasar  Block, 

A  resume  of  the  Lancaster  business  struc¬ 
ture  in  1377,  published  in  Smith's  History  of 
Buffalo  and  Erie  County,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing  picture:  “There  are  now  in  the  Vil¬ 
lage  of  Lancaster  two  flouring  mills,  one  car¬ 
riage  factory,  the  Lancaster  glass  works,  one 
iron  furnace,  three  breweries,  two  planing 
mills,  one  tannery,  one  malt  house,  one  bed¬ 
stead  shop,  two  cabinet  shops,  three  tin  shops, 
two  meat  markets,  one  drug  store,  four  gen¬ 
eral  stores,  three  grocery  stores,  two  tailor 
shops,  one  harness  shop,  three  hotels,  four 
blacksmith  shops,  one  basket  shop  and  num¬ 
erous  saloons/*  Commenting  on  the  latter 
type  of  business  enterprise,  a  local  historian 
of  that  era  wrote  sardonically  that  there 
were  “more  places  for  the  sale  of  beer  than 
seem  absolutely  necessary  for  the  corpor¬ 
ation”.  History  does  not  record  that  anyone 
gave  him  an  argument  on  the  subject. 

Actually,  as  far  as  community  progress 
went  during  that  decade  and  the  one  preced¬ 
ing  it,  Lancaster  was  in  the  doldrums.  For 
some  inexplicable  reason,  the  little  settle¬ 
ment  which  had  begun  so  nobly  and  deter¬ 


minedly,  and  which  had  seemed  destined  to 
take  its  place  with  top-ranking  communities 
of  the  area,  had  become  a  civic  step-child, 
delinquent  and  unprogressive.  Its  obvious  las¬ 
situde  precluded  any  possibility  of  develop¬ 
ment  of  its  existing  assets,  let  alone  the 
manifestation  of  vigorous  initiative  in  the 
launching  of  new  enterprises. 

Business  was  moribund.  Old,  established 
houses  struggled  listlessly  along;  while  new 
ones  sprang  up  only,  for  the  most  part,  to  go 
into  a  steady  decline  and  ultimately  perish. 
Roads  were  in  abominable  condition;  most  lo¬ 
cal  buildings  were  antiquated  and  unsight¬ 
ly,  and  rarely  was  a  new  one  of  any  conse¬ 
quence  begun.  Only  one  iron  bridge — the  one 
over  Cayuga  Creek  on  Aurora  Street-had 
replaced  the  flimsy,  insecure  wooden  spans 
which  were  menaced  by  any  remote  sembl- 
a  nee  of  a  flood.  Civic  pride  was  at  an  all-time 
low. 

Moving  Forward 

As  unaccountably  as  Lancaster  had  slip¬ 
ped  into  its  iethargy  a  decade  or  two  previ¬ 
ously,  sometime  during  the  ’80’s  the  com¬ 
munity  did  an  about-face  and  once  more  be¬ 
gan  to  reflect  some  of  its  early  promise  with 
various  indications  of  advancement. 

The  tempo  of  mill  operations  seemed  to 
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increase,  and  business  in  general  picked  up. 
Roads  were  improved  and  construction  work 
on  new  buildings  got  under  way.  Another 
artery  of  transportation,  with  its  attendant 
economic  stimulation,  was  opened  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  when  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and 
Western  Railroad  tracks  were  cut  through. 
The  first  train  arrived  in  Lancaster  on  May 
14,  1883* 

Among  other  signs  of  the  industrial  uplift 
was  the  conversion  of  the  large  stone  build¬ 
ing  of  Koopman’s  old  tannery  on  Central 
Avenue,  which  had  long  stood  vacant,  to  the 
soap  factory  of  Hoffeld  and  Company,  It 
immediately  proved  to  be  an  active  and 
flourishing  enterprise,  and  the  building  was 
soon  enlarged  and  improved*  The  abandon¬ 
ed  buildings  of  the  Bush  and  Howard  tan¬ 
nery  were  also  converted  to  use.  Unfortun¬ 
ately,  this  thriving  industry  was  almost  total¬ 
ly  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  night  of  Septem¬ 
ber  3,  1887  and  never  resumed  operations; 
but,  in  its  brief  existence,  it  contributed  ma¬ 
terially  to  the  progress  of  the  community  by 
setting  the  local  industrial  pace. 

A  combination  bell  tower  and  jail  was 
erected  by  the  village  in  1887,  The  bell  occu¬ 
pied  the  upper  portion  of  the  wooden  struc¬ 
ture,  and  the  detention  room  a  corner  of  the 
lower  portion, 

The  village  system  of  jurisprudence  was, 


until  1896,  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace*  Among  some  of  the 
prominent  Lancaster  men  who  served  con¬ 
scientiously  and  efficiently  as  magistrates 
were  McNeal,  Grimes,  Kurtz,  Dykstra,  James, 
Smith,  Huber  and  Gottschalk* 

Snow ,  Fire  and  Water 

Storms,  floods  and  fires  bedevilled  Lancas¬ 
ter  in  the  last  few  decades  of  the  century, 
and  were  sufficiently  noteworthy  to  merit  re¬ 
cording  by  local  historians. 

In  1882,  the  year  after  President  Garfield 
died  at  the  hands  of  an  assassin,  one  of  the 
worst  droughts  in  history  withered  the  area. 
The  extremely  hot  weather  lasted  without  a 
break  throughout  August  and  September, 
and  during  the  latter  month  Cayuga  Creek, 
in  the  village  proper,  dried  up  completely, 
leaving  the  cracked,  parched  creek  bed  expos¬ 
ed  to  the  relentless  rays  of  the  sun. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1878,  a  snowstorm  of 
epic  proportions  descended.  The  drifts  In  the 
main  streets  reached  upper-story  windows, 
and  no  mail  was  received  for  three  or  four 
days.  It  necessitated  six  engines  to  pull  the 
first  Erie  train  from  Buffalo  into  Lancas¬ 
ter;  while  at  the  New  York  Central,  a  train, 
with  175  passengers,  was  stalled  in  the  drifts 
for  nearly  three  days. 

Another  snowstorm,  piling  up  mountainous 
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drifts  fell  on  Sunday,  October  17,  1880.  Barns 
were  crushed,  as  were  storage  sheds  at  the 
glass  works,  and  six  trains  were  marooned 
near  the  Erie  Station. 

In  1884,  it  was  a  flood  that  plagued  the 
community.  The  Cayuga,  swelled  by  heavy 
rains,  overran  its  banks  and  inundated  the 
surrounding  area. 

It  might  toe  noted  at  this  point  that  the 
community  experienced  unusually  freakish 
weather  some  years  earlier.  On  New  Year’s 
Day,  1878,  It  was  so  warm  that  doors  and 
windows  had  to  be  kept  open.  This  unseason¬ 
able  heat  wave  lasted  for  nearly  a  week,  and 
dust  clouds  were  visible  in  the  streets.  On 
the  other  extreme,  sometime  during  the 
’50's,  in  the  month  of  April,  there  was  such  a 
heavy  snowfall  that  it  is  recorded  that  Dr. 
Samuel  Potter  was  completely  stranded  in  a 
big  drift  on  the  village’s  main  road. 

Flames  made  the  headlines  in  the  J90’s.  On 
April  4,  1894,  fire  broke  out  in  the  bam  of 
Mrs.  E.  Mosack,  at  the  rear  of  her  butcher 
shop  on  Central  Avenue,  With  a  high  gale 
fanning  the  flames,  the  fire  quickly  spread 
to  the  butcher  shop,  a  large  frame  building, 
which  was  completely  enveloped  before  the 
fire  department  could  begin  to  combat  it.  In 
less  than  10  minutes,  after  the  fire  started, 
it  spread  to  the  Raynor  Exchange,  a  large 
brick  building  across  the  driveway  from  Mrs. 


Mosack’s.  It  was  quickly  consumed  by  the 
now  uncontrollable  flames,  and  next  to  go 
was  a  shoe  store,  a  two-story  frame  building 
owned  by  Frank  Schaefer.  A  two-story  brick 
building  owned  by  Mrs.  Gertrude  Scheffler, 
and  occupied  by  Louis  Brass  for  use  as  a 

grocery  store,  was  next  demolished,  together 
with  a  barn  in  the  rear  of  the  building.  The 
flames  were  eventually  halted  at  the  heavy 
brick  wail  of  Jacob  Stephan's  store  on  West 
Main  Street. 

But  the  conflagration  was  not  over*  South 
on  Central  Avenue,  the  fire  had  spread  to 
the  large,  three-story  brick  building  owned 
by  Matthias  Schwartz,  consuming  the  struc¬ 
ture  within  a  short  time.  Martin  Uebelhoer's 
one-story  building,  used  as  a  blacksmith  shop, 
and  Jacob  Kaiser’s  saloon,  housed  in  a  two- 
story  brick  building,  were  next  demolished. 
The  capricious  wind  shifted  and  the  flames 
leaped  to  the  east  side  of  Central  Avenue, 
consuming  three  buildings— owned  by  Judge 
Grimes,  J.  P.  Sommers  and  Anton  Bussman — 
in  short  order.  Dr.  Samuel  Potter's  house 
and  barn  were  the  last  to  go  up  in  the  blaze, 
for  it  was  at  this  point  that  the  Lancaster 
firemen,  assisted  by  members  of  the  Buffalo 
department  who  had  been  called  upon  for 
help,  finally  stopped  Lancaster's  most  dis¬ 
astrous  fire.  The  estimate  on  the  aggregate 
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damage  to  buildings  and  personal  property 
exceeded  $100,000, 

A  portion  of  the  Central  Avenue  business 
district  was  again  destroyed  by  fire  on  Wed- 
nesday,  October  21,  1896.  The  fire  broke  out 
in  the  building  formerly  occupied  by  Hoffeld 
and  Company  as  a  soap  factory  {mentioned 
earlier),  completely  destroying  it,  J,  N. 
Maute’s  building,  used  as  a  hardware  store, 
Henry  Balthasar's  hotel,  a  barn  at  the  rear 
and  the  Cushing  block  all  burned  to  the 
ground.  Damage  was  widespread*  and  the 
total  estimate  was  placed  at  $45,000. 

Some  months  after,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  fire  had  been  of  an  incendiary  origin, 
when  a  man  named  William  Foster  admitted 
in  a  sworn  statement  before  Judge  Huber, 
and  in  the  presence  of  George  Vandenberg, 
Joseph  Merkl  and  William  Besch,  that  he  had 
deliberately  set  the  fire  in  the  soap  factory. 
Foster,  a  29-year-old  laborer  who  had  lived  in 
Lancaster  for  about  eight  years,  stated  that 
he  “had  it  in”  for  John  O.  Garretsee,  who  had 
previously  discharged  Foster  as  an  employee 
and  gave  that  as  his  reason  for  his  crime. 
Foster  was  held  for  the  grand  jury  and  no 
record  as  to  his  fate  is  available. 

Other  fires  that  made  history  locally  dur¬ 
ing  the  T9CTs  were  the  ones  that  destroyed 
SoemamVs  Brewery,  corner  of  East  Main  and 
Court  Street,  on  September  16,  1894,  and  F. 
S,  Cushing’s  large  frame  ice  house  on  Lake 
Avenue,  near  Cayuga  Creek,  on  August  17, 


1898.  The  Lancaster  Machine  Knife  Works 
Court  Street  plant,  with  a  loss  estimated  at 
$15,000,  burned  to  the  ground  on  March  12, 

1899. 

T urn  of  the  Century 

When  President  McKinley's  Congress  de¬ 
clared  war  on  Spain  as  the  century  drew  to 
a  close,  Lancaster's  spirited  and  patriotic 
male  citizens  were,  as  usual,  quick  to  jump 
in  the  scrap.  The  war  was  of  brief  duration, 
beginning  in  April,  1898,  and  ending  on  Au¬ 
gust  12  of  the  same  year,  with  actual  hostil¬ 
ities  lasting  less  than  four  months.  In  that 
time,  however,  a  number  of  local  men  were 
in  it,  among  them  being  Peter  J.  Bernfeld, 
Edward  Byron,  John  T.  Hastrich,  Eugene 
Lapp,  -John  Grau,  Jr.,  William  Swanson,  Her¬ 
man  Neitzka,  Theodore  Getman,  Gustave 
Kanehl,  Phil  Mehl,  Henry  Mitchell,  George 
Koester,  Peter  Naab,  William  F.  Harter,  Dr.  E. 
W.  Ewell,  M.  W.  Albert,  Ed  Grassell  and 
Charles  Ashbaugh. 

The  first  automobile,  a  buggy  with  high 
wheels,  steel  tires  and  a  one-cylinder  en¬ 
gine,  made  its  appearance  in  Lancaster  in 
1898.  It  was  the  invention  of  Dr.  H.  H.  Hau¬ 
ser,  who  had  his  own  patterns  cast  in  Buf¬ 
falo  and  machined  here  by  Brest  and  Lutz. 
A  Stanley  Steamer,  purchased  by  George 
Stanley  of  the  Electric  Light  Company,  next 
came  on  to  the  local  scene  in  1901,  after 
which  Senator  Davis  bought  a  Wayne— and 
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THE  LANCASTER  STORY— Continued 


the  automobile  age  had  begun  in  Lancaster. 

Original  street  names  throughout  Lancas¬ 
ter  underwent  changes  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  Nineteenth  Century  and  the  early  part 
of  the  Twentieth,  gradually  acquiring  their 
present  identities.  Some  of  the  old  names,  and 
their  current  ones,  are  as  follows:  Briggs 
Street  now  Kurtz  Avenue.  Green  Street  now 
Como  Park  Boulevard;  Buffalo  Street  now 
Broadway;  Water  Street  now  Aurora;  Dutch 
Street  now  West  Main;  Railroad  Street  now 
Central  Avenue;  Factory  Street  now  Lake 
Avenue;  Sports  Street  now  School  Street; 
Poplar  Avenue  now  Lombardy  Street;  Buck 
Street  now  Erie;  Tannery  Place  now  Legion 
Parkway;  Medium  Street  now  Garfield; 
Raynor  Street  now  St.  John’s;  and  Blinkey 
Street  was  the  original  name  for  the  section 
of  Lake  Avenue  below  Franklin  Street.  North 
Church  Street  became  Foundry  Street  and 
was  later  renamed  Holland  Avenue.  Aurora 
Street  was  the  continuation  of  Water  Street 
which  ran  from  West  Main  to  Buffalo  Street. 

Fires  again  raged  in  the  community  dur¬ 
ing  the  early  years  of  the  new  century.  The 
main  building  and  two  greenhouses  belong¬ 
ing  to  S.  B.  Smiley  were  destroyed,  at  a  loss 
of  $5,000,  on  February  3,  1902;  while  on  No¬ 
vember  20  of  the  same  year  the  plant  of  the 
Depew  Knitting  Mills  was  completely  razed, 
with  damage  estimated  at  $60,000.  A  fire 
which  blazed  fiercely  in  the  big  American 
Malleables  plant  on  Central  Avenue  on  De¬ 
cember  10,  1909,  caused  enormous  damage 
which  was  estimated  at  the  staggering  fig¬ 
ure  of  $200,000.  A  fire  destroyed  the  store 


house  of  the  New  York  Central  shops  on 
April  25,  1910,  with  the  loss  placed  at  $100,- 
000.  In  1903,  fire  caused  $10,000  of  damage  at 
the  Lancaster  Malleables  plant,  while  on  De¬ 
cember  5,  1906,  a  $25,000  blaze  flared  in  the 
American  Car  and  Foundry  plant  in  Depew. 

Lancaster  was  no  exception  to  the  national 
economic  panic  which  gripped  the  nation  in 
1908.  A  soup  kitchen  was  established  in  the 
town  hall,  in  the  rooms  formerly  occupied  by 
the  post  office.  Committees  of  women  from 
the  various  churches  of  the  community  serv¬ 
ed  an  average  of  approximately  85  persons 
a  day  from  March  4,  the  date  of  opening,  un¬ 
til  the  establishment  was  happily  closed  on 
April  15. 

The  gayest  and  most  colorful  celebration  in 
the  history  of  the  village  up  to  that  time  was 
held  from  July  27  to  August  2,  1913,  when 
Lancaster  conducted  its  Old  Home  Week  in 
conjunction  with  the  Western  New  York  Fire¬ 
men’s  Convention.  A  holiday  atmosphere  pre¬ 
vailed  throughout  the  entire  period,  and  the 
streets  echoed  with  the  constant  music, 
laughter  and  noise  of  the  celebrations  which 
supplemented  the  joyous  event. 

Over  There 

1914.  The  Bunny  Hug,  the  Cake  Walk; 
Take  Me  Out  To  The  Ball  Game;  George  M. 
Cohan;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  Castle;  Jack 
London;  Anna  Held;  President  Wilson;  the 
Federal  Reserve  Act;  Pancho  Villa,  Lancas¬ 
ter  and  the  rest  of  a  casual  nation  read  the 
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items  that  made  the  headlines  In  that  un¬ 
eventful  year,  yawned  contentedly,  and  went 
about  its  chores  as,  day  by  pleasant  day,  bus¬ 
iness  and  economic  conditions  appeared  to  be 
passing  through  a  promising  and  progressive 
period. 

When  the  Austrian  Crown  Prince  and  his 
consort  were  assassinated  by  a  radical  Ser¬ 
bian  stuaent  in  the  obscure  Balkan  town  of 
Sarajevo  on  June  28  of  that  year,  the  story 
rated  only  insignificant  space  in  American 
newspapers,  and  passed  almost  unnoticed  be¬ 
fore  the  scrutiny  of  the  nation's  vast  reading 
public.  Yet,  those  little-  publicized  double 
murders  were  destined  to  precipitate  a  chain 
of  events  that  set  the  world  aflame  and 
change  a  the  history  and  geography  of  mod¬ 
ern  civilization.  Less  than  three  years  later 
— on  Good  Friday,  April  6,  19 17— these  events 
were  culminated  by  the  entry  of  the  United 
States  into  one  of  the  bloodiest  wars  in  world 
history. 

The  selective  service  machinery,  as  propos¬ 
ed  by  President  Wilson,  began  to  grind  out 
material  for  the  draft;  fuel  and  food  were 
conserved  under  a  well-organized  plan;  Lib¬ 
erty  Bond  and  Victory  Loan  issues  were  all 
over-subscribed;  American  troop  ships  began 
to  probe  their  perilous  way  across  submarine 
infested  waters;  an  inspired  George  M, 
Cohan,  with  his  lilting,  patriotic  songs,  gave 
an  imaginative  America  the  words  and  mu¬ 
sic  it  desired — and  the  young  men  of  the  na¬ 
tion  sailed  away  to  fight  the  enemy  across 
the  sea  to  the  determined  theme,  “We  won't 
come  back  'til  it's  over,  over  there!" 

True  to  precedent,  Lancaster  immediately 
got  ready  to  start  punching  for  its  country, 
and  a  number  of  its  male  citizens  didn't  wait 
for  the  draft.  John  Goldbach,  Maurice  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  Arthur  Seibert,  Adolf  Litehkofske, 
Dan  Reilly,  Joseph  Feuerstein,  Stanley  Ban- 
gier  and  Frank  Molinowski  went  to  Philadel¬ 
phia,  enlisted,  were  examined,  and  accepted 
in  the  Ninth  Regiment,  U.  S.  Engineering 
Corps,  By  August,  this  group  was  overseas, 
thus  gaining  the  distinction  of  being  among 
the  first  American  soldiers  to  arrive  in 
France  in  World  War  L  Several  of  them  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Rouen  sector,  were  the  only  Am¬ 
ericans  there. 

The  first  draft  list,  sent  out  from  Wash¬ 
ington  on  July  20,  called  for  a  quota  of  350 
from  Lancaster  and  the  surrounding  com¬ 
munities.  The  first  individual  number  drawn 
from  Lancaster  was  2522,  that  of  Alfred  Bolt. 
Senator  George  A,  Davis,  chairman  of  the 
local  draft  board,  met  with  his  fellow  board 
members  for  the  first  time  on  August  9,  at 
which  time  700  men  were  scheduled  to  appear 
for  examination, 

A  note  of  general  rejoicing  was  struck  on 
November  11,  1918,  when  a  group  of  53  men 
reported  at  the  Town  Hall  at  4  P,  M.  for  en- 


ST  OR  Y — Continued 

trainmen t  at  6*  The  news  of  the  Armistice 
had  been  received  in  the  meantime,  and  the 
entrainment  order  was  cancelled.  The  first 
of  Lancaster’s  war  heroes  to  return  was 
Frank  Hurley,  wounded  in  action,  who  arriv¬ 
ed  home  on  Christmas  Day,  1918, 

A  big  homecoming  celebration  was  ar¬ 
ranged  lor  June  28,  1919,  which  Village  Pre¬ 
sident  George  A,  Davis  declared  a  civic  holi¬ 
day.  A  gala  parade,  with  31  organizations 
participating,  marched  through  the  streets 
of  the  community,  and  an  address  of  wel¬ 
come  was  given  by  Attorney  B.  D.  Jackson, 
Dinner  and  supper  were  served  in  Protective 
Park. 

In  all,  428  men  represented  Lancaster,  De¬ 
pew,  Bowmansvil le  and  Town  Line  in  various 
branches  of  the  armed  forces  in  World  War  I, 
Twenty-six  maae  the  supreme  sacrifice,  and 
their  names,  which  will  be  inscribed  on  the 
VFW  war  memorial,  for  dedication  on  Wed¬ 
nesday,  July  20,  of  Centennial  Week,  are  as 
loilows: 

Qrlo  Ji  Adolf,  Elmer  W,  Bass,  Alfred  Beels, 
A.  Riley  Brown,  Frank  J.  Kaezmarek,  John 
Cziak,  Fred  Finck,  Anthony  Fiore,  Stephan 
Gar  us,  Florence  Gorecki,  Walter  A.  Hake,  Carl 
W*  Helman,  Henry  Hodge,  Charles  W.  Howell, 
Michael  Janecko,  James  W.  Kirkpatrick, 
Stanislaus  Kozak,  William  Lowery,  John  Mo- 
robito,  Harry  G.  Robinson,  Samuel  Santa 
Maria,  Oscar  W.  Schieffa,  William  J.  Staebell, 
Raymond  Strite,  Edward  Szyperski,  Frank  J. 
Wieikiewicz. 

The  Road  to  ;4l 

After  the  war,  Lancaster’s  rehabilitation 
was  gentle  and  uneventful;  and,  through  the 
“Roaring  ’20’s”,  this  typically-American 
community  seemed  content,  as  did  the  rest  of 
the  war-weary  nation,  to  allow  progress  to 
pursue  a  mild  and  natural  tendency,  un¬ 
hurried  and  unforced.  Forward  strides,  al¬ 
though  not  epochal,  were  made;  but  private 
individuals  were  more  interested,  for  the 
most  part,  in  pursuing  personal  enjoyment, 
as  a  natural  reaction  to  their  release  from 
the  fear  and  horror  of  total  war.  The  modem 
evolution  of  the  automobile,  the  radio  and 
the  movies  opened  new  worlds  of  recreation 
and  amusement  to  everyone.  This  was  the 
“Golden  Age’’  of  sports:  it  was  the  era  of 
Jack  Dempsey,  Babe  Ruth,  Red  Grange,  the 
Four  Horsemen  of  Notre  Dame,  the  New  York 
Yankees’  Murderers’  Row,  Paavo  Nurmi,  Buf¬ 
falo’s  Jimmy  Slattery,  and  the  Million-Dollar 
Gate.  It  was  the  era  of  fast  roadsters,  dance 
marathons,  the  hip  flask,  mah  jongg,  Cash- 
and-Carry  Pyle,  Jimmy  Walker,  and  Flo  Zieg- 
feld.  It  was  the  era  of  fun  and  escapism — 
and  Lancaster  maintained  pace  with  the  rest 
of  America. 

When  the  national  economic  depression 
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gripped  the  nation  in  the  early  ’3 0’s,  follow¬ 
ing  in  the  wake  of  the  New  York  Stock  Ex¬ 
change  crash  in  October,  1929,  the  fling  was 
over — and  Lancaster  was  again  no  exception 
to  the  average  American  community  in  suf¬ 
fering  through  the  hangover.  Depression 
lays  were  anxious  and  stinted  here  as  every¬ 
where,  and  privations  throughout  the  town¬ 
ship  were  manifold  and  widespread*  If  the 
'20’s  combined  to  form  the  era  of  fun,  the 
*30*3  represented  the  era  of  “No  Help  Want¬ 
ed”,  WFA,  relief,  bank  failures,  real  estate  de¬ 
preciation,  nickel  hamburgers,  and  king-size 
oeer  glasses, 

Ironically  enough,  during  these  lean  years, 
nancaster  was  able  to  note  several  new  civic 
assets  to  the  community  scene.  One  was  the 
addition  of  the  “cut-off”,  a  strip  of  road 
which  made  Route  20  a  through  way  by  link¬ 
ing  Aurora  Street  to  Central  Avenue,  and 
eliminated  the  necessity  of  routing  traffic 
through  Crowded  West  Main  Street.  Another 
was  the  erection  of  a  beautiful,  new  $80,000 
post  office  building  on  Broadway;  while  still 
another  was  the  construction,  also  on  Broad¬ 
way  of  the  modern  Village  Municipal  Build¬ 
ing,  housing  the  police  departments  of  town 
and  village,  the  fire  department,  a  jail,  sev¬ 
eral  official  offices,  an  auditorium,  a  council 
chamber,  several  smaller  meeting  rooms,  a 
first  aid  room,  shower  room  and  lavatories. 

One  of  the  community's  greatest  catas¬ 
trophes  occurred  during  this  decade  when, 
early  on  the  evening  of  June  21,  1937,  the 
worst  flood  in  the  history  of  the  village 
wreaked  indescribable  havoc  in  and  around 
the  Cayuga  Creek  area.  The  “Report  on  Af¬ 
fects  of  Floods  and  Erosion  Along  Cayuga, 
Gazenovia  and  Buffalo  Creeks”,  published  by 
the  Niagara  Frontier  Planning  Board,  re¬ 
ports  it,  in  part,  as  follows: 

“One  life  was  lost  and  property  damage  es¬ 
timated  at  $7 50,0 00  was  caused  when  the 
creek,  after  several  days  of  rain,  suddenly 
went  on  a  rampage,  reaching  the  depth  of 
from  18  to  20  feet  over  the  low  water  mark, 
damaging  or  destroying  everything  on  its 
banks.  Water  reached  a  depth  of  five  feet  in 
streets  in  the  Park  Boulevard,  Colonial  and 
Cayuga  Avenue  area,  and  flowed  in  a  muddy 
torrent  five  to  six  feet  deep  along  St,  John 
Street,  In  addition  to  the  above  named 
streets,  much  damage  was  done  to  pavement, 
sidewalks  and  real  property  along  Broadway, 
Aurora  Street,  St.  Mary's  Street,  Walter 
Street,  Legion  Parkway,  Park  Boulevard,  Oak- 
wood  Avenue,  Lake  Avenue,  and  Pershing 
Avenue. 

“Damage  exceeding  $1Q,00O  was  done  to 
the  Legion  Memorial  Building  in  Legion 
Parkway;  houses  were  washed  from  their 
foundations  in  Lake  Avenue,  St.  John  Street 
and  Broadway;  sanitary  sewer  lines  and  wat¬ 
er  mains  were  washed  out  on  Pershing  Ave- 
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nue  and  water  mains  crossing  under  the 
bridges  on  Lake  Avenue  and  Aurora  Street 
were  damaged." 

(The  Cayuga  Creek  Flood  Control  Project, 
completed  by  the  U.  S.  Government  in  1948 
at  a  cost  of  nearly  $1,000,000  of  federal,  state 
and  village  funds,  has  since  harnessed  the 
waters  of  Cayuga  completely,  precluding  any 
future  possioility  of  floods  from  that  source.) 

By  1939,  the  depression  was  a  thing  of  the 
past,  and  Lancaster  was  again  on  the  up¬ 
grade,  growing  in  leaps  and  bounds.  The  pop¬ 
ulation  that  year  was  7,500  in  the  village 
proper,  and  was  estimated  at  about  60,000 
within  a  five-mile  radius  of  Lancaster.  The 
total  five-year  average  of  assessed  valuation 
of  real  property  in  the  village,  based  on  65 
per  cent  of  actual  value,  was  placed  at  $7,- 
445,053  with  $948,325  of  additional  exempt 
property* 

The  Years  of  Darkness 

Unlike  the  indifference  to  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  foreign  events  that  brought  us  to 
World  War  I  in  1917,  the  happenings  in  Eur¬ 
ope  in  1939  were  observed  uneasily  in  every 
uetail  by  a  wary  America.  When  a  series  of 
acts  of  German  aggression  were  climaxed  by 
the  invasion  of  Poland  on  September  1,  1939 
to  launch  World  War  II,  the  United  States 
government  made  no  pretense  as  to  its  ap¬ 
prehension.  A  “defense”  program,  including 
the  nation's  first  peace  time  draft,  was  drawn 
up  almost  immediately  and  laid  before  the 
nation.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  U.  S.  gov¬ 
ernment  persistently  declared  a  policy  of 
neutrality,  the  American  people,  although 
overwhelmingly  sympathetic  to  the  Allies, 
realized  gloomily  that  our  armament  pro¬ 
gram,  regardless  of  whatever  other  name  it 
might  be  called  by,  was  designed  to  ready 
the  nation  for  an  all  out  shooting  war, 

Curtiss-Wright  and  Bell  were  working  24- 
hours  a  day  to  fulfill  contracts  to  England, 
France  and  Russia— contracts  that  provided 
P40’s  and  P39’s  to  fight  for  the  Allies  in  Euro¬ 
pean  battleskies  in  order  to  stave  off  the 
German  invader.  By  early  1941,  the  bar¬ 
riers  were  down  and  these  plants  were  work¬ 
ing  to  fill  U.  S.  government  contracts  under 
the  national  defense  program;  and  workers 
from  all  over  Western  New  York  dropped 
their  regular  pursuits  to  offer  their  services 
and  contribute  their  efforts  in  a  frantic  at¬ 
tempt  at  preparedness. 

The  worst  fears  of  an  apprehensive  nation 
were  confirmed  in  every  respect  when,  on  the 
crisp-cold  afternoon  of  December  7,  1941,  it 
was  announced  that  Japanese  war  planes  had 
bombed  Pearl  Harbor.  In  Lancaster,  the  bad 
news  was  received  quietly.  There  were  no 
demonstrations,  as  the  village  somberly  heard 
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the  tidings  and  realized  that,  once  more,  the 
flower  of  its  youth  must  he  sent  across  the 
sea  to  fight  a  monstrous  threat  to  world  har¬ 
mony.  The  full  dread  import  of  the  message 
that  the  Mikado’s  bombers  had  intoned  from 
the  skies  over  Hawaii  was  recognized  imme¬ 
diately— and  a  lasting  chill  settled  in  the 
heart  of  every  American,  a  chill  that  was  to 
endure  through  nearly  four  years  of  dark¬ 
ness  and  bloodshed. 

The  details  of  World  War  II  are  still  too 
vividly-remembered  to  bear  narrating  here. 
Lancaster  went  through  its  period  of  “blood, 
sweat  and  tears",  as  the  youth  of  the  com¬ 
munity  fought  and  died  on  the  battlefronts 
in  every  far-flung  corner  of  the  globe. 

When  it  was  over,  on  August  14,  1945,  joy 
knew  no  bounds.  The  news  was  received  at 
about  7:00  P.  M.  and  after  a  good  percentage 
of  local  residents  had  given  thanks  at  the 
church  of  their  preference,  the  festivities 
really  began.  In  many  respects,  there  was 
never  a  celebration  like  it.  Never  was  there 
such  a  spontaneous  happiness,  such  sincere 
conviviality,  sush  heartfelt  thanksgiving. 
Never  did  the  community  rejoice  with  a  more 
fervent  spirit — and  the  happy  sounds  of  its 
great  rejoicing  lasted  through  the  night.  In 
private  homes,  in  clubs,  in  meeting  places,  in 
taverns,  and  in  the  streets,  Lancaster  laugh¬ 
ed  through  its  tears  with  the  rest  of  an  over¬ 
joyed  nation  to  herald  the  beginning  of  a 
new  era,  and  the  end  of  the  worst  blood  bath 
the  world  had  ever  known. 

The  great  celebration  was  tempered,  how¬ 
ever,  with  a  certain  restraint;  for  Lancaster, 
despite  its  hour  of  greatest  joy,  could  not 
forget  that  there  were  61  boys  who  would 
not  come  home  again  —  61  boys  who  went 
away  to  fight,  and  laid  down  their  lives  that 
this  hour  would  be  made  possible.  Those  boys, 
whose  names  will  be  inscribed  on  the  VFW 
war  memorial  together  with  their  World  War 
I  predecessors,  were: 

Edward  J,  Bastian,  Joseph  H.  Bauer,  Ber¬ 
nard  Beck,  Arnold  J.  Bertel kamp,  Romain  O. 
Blandy,  John  Bodo,  Frederick  H.  Brown, 
Morris  H.  Brown,  Donald  E.  Cardinal,  James 
A.  Creed,  Russell  F.  Crego,  Gordon  L.  Dick¬ 
inson,  Herman  L,  Draszkiewicz,  Vincent  G. 
Ezzo,  Wayne  K.  Gall,  Michael  Gawron,  John 
R.  Gick,  Earl  Gilbert,  Harry  F.  Giorgini,  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Huff,  Edward  S.  Janco,  Harry  C.  Jan- 
co,  Henry  Jerozal,  Joseph  P.  Koska,  Henry  W. 
Lawniczak,  Edward  A.  Lenda,  Joseph  J. 
Lyons,  Adolph  Majchrzak,  Francis  L.  Malay, 
John  R.  Malay,  George  W.  Manhardt,  Thomas 
W.  Mox,  Jr.,  Francis  A.  Murphy,  George  Nash, 
Eugene  A.  Nuwer,  Francis  X.  Nuwer,  Jr.,  Ed¬ 
ward  Ostrach,  Herman  F.  Page  Is,  Romain  P, 
Pautler,  Eugene  A.  Pfohl,  Mathew  I.  Puccio, 
Arthur  Ruber  io,  Jr.,  Henry  Rudz.  Severino  L. 
Salvagni,  Phillip  J.  Santini,  Walter  O.  Schat- 
zel,  Walter  W.  Schroeder,  Leonard  A,  Sr.hu- 
man,  Wade  E.  Sharp,  William  Stetz,  John  A. 
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Stipo,  Louis  O,  Swanson,  Emil  V.  Szymanski, 
Leonard  A.  Szmanski,  Frederick  L.  Tharau, 
Donald  L.  Vesper,  Albert  E.  Waldmiller,  Ro¬ 
bert  G.  Willis,  Louis  J.  Winiecki,  W.  Edwin 
Winter. 

(Wade  Elmer  Sharp  was  killed  aboard  the 
USS  Truxton  in  Placentia  Bay  on  February 
18,  1942.  He  was  the  first  Erie  County  man 
to  die  in  World  War  II), 

Centennial 

And  so,  in  the  year  1949,  Lancaster  ob¬ 
serves  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  incor¬ 
poration  of  the  village.  It  is  an  occasion  for 
looking  backward  and  remembering  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  another  day  and  the  deeds  they 
wrought  to  make  our  being  here  possible. 
Lancaster  does  not  propose  to  live  in  the 
past;  but  it  has  an  inherent,  deep-rooted 
pride  in  the  prowess  of  its  predecessors,  and 
an  understandable,  abiding  interest  in  those 
who  hacked  the  rude  beginnings  of  our  com- 
munity  out  of  an  untenable  wilderness. 

It  is  also  an  occasion  for  looking  confident- 
iy  forward,  and  for  summing  up  its  assets  and 
possibilities  after  a  century  of  existence.  The 
confidence  is  justified  and  the  assets  are 
manifold.  Lancaster  contains  the  intangible, 
motivating  quality  that  enables  one  com¬ 
munity  to  thrive,  flourish  and  advance,  while 
others  of  similar  size — or  even  larger— grope 
uncertainly,  halt  and  gradually  decline,  Lan¬ 
caster  has  the  spark,  the  initiative,  the  pride, 
the  spirit,  and  the  leaders  to  set  its  course, 
without  hesitation,  full  speed  ahead. 

During  the  great  celebration  of  the  Centen¬ 
nial,  the  heart  of  Lancaster  will  be  in  the 
past;  but  its  goal,  as  ever,  will  be  in  the  fut¬ 
ure,  it  is  truly  the  community  where  the  “old 
of  the  past  meet  the  new  of  today/’  New  mod¬ 
em  structures  are  interspersed  among  build¬ 
ings  a  century  or  more  old;  it  has  a  definitely 
rural  atmosphere  while  simultaneously  pro¬ 
viding  every  city  advantage  for  its  residents; 
situated  only  seven  miles  from  teeming  Buf¬ 
falo,  it  is  pleasantly  remote,  sufficiently  iso¬ 
lated,  and  remains  magnificently  suburban. 
Its  combination  of  the  old  and  the  new  make 
it  quaint,  picturesque  and  altogether  charm¬ 
ing— a  gem  among  the  suburban  communities 
of  Western  New  York. 

If  Lancaster  was  growing  rapidly  in  the 
years  before  World  War  II,  it  has  positively 
mushroomed  since*  The  present  population 
of  the  village  is  approximately  3,500,  and 
about  18,000  in  the  township.  The  current 
assessed  valuation  of  land  and  improvements 
is  $7,780,830  in  the  village,  and  building  per¬ 
mits  issued  in  1948  reached  the  all-time  high 
figure  of  $1,290,600  for  268  new  structures 
and  improvements.  In  1949,  the  building  per¬ 
mit  figure  totaled  $270,000  to  July  1, 

Lancaster  is  served  by  four  major  rail¬ 
roads;  water  transportation  through  the 
Port  of  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  is  easily 
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accessible;  Buffalo  Airport  is  a  ten -minute 
drive ,  placing  the  airlines  at  Lancaster's 
back  door;  and  a  commanding  position  in 
regard  to  motor  vehicle  routes  is  apparent 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  community  Is  situ¬ 
ated  on  U+  S.  Route  20,  the  main  connecting 
artery  between  major  cities.  It  contains 
churches  of  every  denomination;  public  and 
parochial  schools;  every  modern  convenience 
made  available  by  vast  public  utilities.  It  has 
the  famed  Lancaster  Country  Club,  with  its 
championship  golf  course  and  its  gr?cious  at¬ 
mosphere;  it  has  beautiful  Como  Park,  one 
of  the  scenic  standouts  of  the  state;  it  has 
modern,  flourishing  places  of  business,  and 
major,  aggressive  industry;  it  is  the  hub  of 
state  fraternal  activity.  In  short,  Lancaster 
has  everything. 

Up  and  down  the  community’s  beautiful, 
restful  tree  lined  streets  is  an  aura  of  perrm 
anence  and  solidarity,  the  materialization  of 
the  hopes  of  a  group  of  men  when  they  in¬ 
corporated  our  village  100  years  ago,  and 
dreamed  their  dreams  of  a  great  community 
in  the  dim,  distant  future.  Lancaster  has 
come  a  long  way  since  that  time,  and  readily 
finds  its  place  in  the  fast-moving,  progressive 
civic  world  of  the  present, 

Lancaster's  desirability  as  a  residential 
community  is  strongly  reflected  in  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  its  residents,  former  and  present.  Its 


attraction  is  magnetic,  unique,  and  almost 
uncanny.  Those  who  live  here  don't  want  to 
leave;  and  those  who  have  left  want  to  come 
back.  The  majority  of  Lancaster's  civic- 
minded  citizens  are  willing  to  stack  their 
community,  street  by  precious  street,  against 
any  other  in  the  state- — and  will  bet  sub- 
stantial  coin  of  the  realm  that  it  will  show 
favorably  in  the  comparison. 

So,  in  one  respect,  the  community  is  no  dif¬ 
ferent  than  it  was  when  a  little  group  of 
pioneers  began  the  Lancaster  story  in  1803, 
At  that  time,  It  looked  like  a  mighty  good 
place  to  live.  Today,  it  hasn’t  changed  a  bit: 
it  STILL  looks  like  a  mighty  good  place  to 
live. 
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The  now -legendary  Depew  Industrials,  one  of  the  greatest  baseball  teams  ever  produced 
locally.  In  the  above  photo,  taken  in  1910,  are:  Front,  left  to  right — G.  Durham,  2b;  Dykstra, 
rf;  Neher,  p;  J,  Durham,  ss,  Center-Bob  Sc  hang,  c;  Jack  English;  Billy  Gettings;  Bill  Doug¬ 
herty,  manager;  Pierce  English;  Wally  Sehang,  3b  and  c,  Rear  —  Siebert,  p;  McHugh,  lb; 
Scully,  If;  Eckstein,  cf ;  Bradley,  3b;  Mohr,  p. 
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The  tar  fire  on  the  roof  of  the  Braun  Block  on  West  Main  Street,  January  13,  1898*  The  roof 
was  badly  damaged  but  the  building  was  saved*  Shown  in  the  foreground  is  Matt  WintermanteL 
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The  Braun  Block  on  West  Main  Street  in  1898. 


BRUNO  CARADORI,  Pres.  JACK  CARADORI,  Treas. 

LEO  CARADORI,  Vice  Pres.  MATHEW  DRAICCHIO,  Sec’y. 


J.  B.  C.  Construction  Co«,  Inc 


GENERAL  CONTRACTORS 
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Mrs*  Simon  Adolf  shown  standing  outside  of  the  covered  bridge  at  the  rear  of  her  home,  45 
West  Main  Street*  The  structure,  built  originally  for  a  chicken  coop  in  1910,  was  later  used  as  a 
private  bridge  over  Plumbottom  Creek* 
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ST.  MARY’S  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH 


In  1829,  the  Catholics  of  Lancaster,  number¬ 
ing  about  15  families,  were  visited,  periodically 
by  the  Rev*  Nicholas  Mertz,  a  missionary,  who 
was  the  founder  of  St*  Louis  Church,  the  first 
Catholic  church  in  Buffalo.  On  these  visits, 
Father  Mertz  carried  with  him  his  Mass  kit  and 
celebrated  the  Holy  Sacrifice  in  the  log  huts  of 
the  villagers.  These  visits,  however,  were  all  too 
infrequent,  since  the  arduous  routine  of  the 
saintly  missionary  necessitated  his  covering 
William&ville,  Aiden,  Attica  and  other  commun¬ 
ities  in  addition  to  “Cayuga  Creek". 

Finally,  on  January  6,  1834,  the  Catholics  of 
the  settlement,  calling  themselves  the  “Catholic 
Church  Society  of  Lancaster”,  purchased  a  piece 
of  land,  situated  to  one  end  of  the  village  and 
on  a  hill,  upon  which  they  could  build  a  church 
and  school  at  a  future  date.  That  tract  of  land 
was  to  become  the  site  of  St,  Mary’s- On-The- 
Hill. 

When  Father  Mertz  died  in  1844,  he  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Father  Far,  who  in  turn  was  succeed¬ 
ed  by  the  lovable  and  holy  Father  John  Neu¬ 
mann  who  was  instrumental  in  bringing  about 
the  erection  of  the  first  chrneh  upon  the  hill 
— ■  a  rough,  board  building  wherein,  once  a 
month,  he  said  Mass*  To  him  also  goes  the  credit 
for  the  establishment  of  St*  Mary's  first  school, 
a  frame  structure  of  old  timbers  at  the  cross¬ 
roads  of  Transit  and  Broadway,  The  original 
registration  numbered  30  pupils. 

Father  Noethen,  who  succeeded  Father  Neu¬ 
mann,  became  Lancaster's  first  resident  priest* 
He  said  Mass  daily  and  resided  with  families 
of  the  parish.  The  earliest  records  in  the  rec¬ 
tory  date  from  about  this  time*  The  first  re¬ 
corded  baptism  is  that  of  Sebastian  Ott,  who 
was  born  on  December  20,  1847,  and  baptised  on 
December  26.  He  was  the  son  of  George  Ott  and 
Barbara  Weisbeck*  His  sponsors  were  Sebastian 
Block  and  Margaret  Mary  Ott,  and  the  cere¬ 
mony  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  Xavier  Tsch- 
enhens* 

The  first  recorded  marriage  is  that  of  Peter 
Meyer  and  Gertrude  Sehichter  on  December  20, 
1847,  Joseph  Jerge  and  Michael  Schmitt  were 
witnesses,  and  Father  Tschenhens  performed 
the  ceremony*  The  first  death  is  that  of  Mich- 
eline  Ott,  daughter  of  John  Ott  and  Magdalene 
Mader,  who  was  buried  on  May  7,  1848.  The 
first  confirmation  recorded  was  administered 
by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Timon  on  December  14,  1850. 

On  July  28, 1850,  Bishop  Timon  sent  Lancaster 
a  new  resident  pastor,  the  Rev.  Sergius  de 
Stchoulepnkoff,  better  known  as  Father  Serg 
—  and  from  that  time,  St.  Mary's  has  never 
been  without  a  pastor.  The  same  year  Father 
Serg,  a  Russian  of  noble  birth,  started  the  first 
brick  church  on  the  hill,  on  the  site  where  the 
present  church  now  stands*  In  1851  the  new 


church  was  dedicated  under  the  corporate  title, 
“St*  Mary's  Church  of  the  Assumption  of  Lan¬ 
caster.  N*  Y/’ 

At  the  suggestion  of  Bishop  Timon,  Father 
Urich,  who  replaced  Father  Serg  on  December 
27,  1851,  built  an.  orphan  asylum  for  boys*  The 
orphanage  on  the  hill  was  a  long,  red-frame 
building  on  the  present  site  of  the  convent* 
Known  as  St*  John's  Protectory  For  Orphan 
and  Wayward  Boys,  it  sheltered  about  60  boys 
in  the  charge  of  three  lay  sisters,  and  was  con¬ 
tinued  for  many  years.  Finally,  somewhere 
around  1874,  the  protectory  was  moved  to  Lime¬ 
stone  Hill  and  became  one  of  the  famous  insti¬ 
tutions  popularly  known  as  Father  Baker's. 

The  need  for  a  parish  house  was  urgent,  and 
during  the  '60's  Father  Henry  Feldman  began 
a  small  structure  later  enlarged  by  Father  Ses- 
ter*  The  house  served  as  a  rectory  until  1908, 
when  it  was  occupied  by  our  present  organist, 
Mr*  Leo  Roy,  who  still  resides  there*  It  was  dur¬ 
ing  the  incumbency  of  Father  Sester  as  pastor 
that  attention  began  to  be  given  to  landscaping 
the  grounds  around  St.  Mary's  and  beautifying 
the  area.  Father  Sester  also  built  a  new  brick 
school  in  1874;  and  in  1889  began  plans  for  en¬ 
larging  the  church.  The  new  church,  as  it 
stands  today,  was  dedicated  in  1890. 

November  30,  19QQ  is  a  date  well-remembered 
in  St*  Mary's  history,  for  it  was  on  that  day 
that  the  Rev*  John  V*  Schaus  of  North  Java 
came  to  Lancaster  to  take  charge  of  St*  Mary's 
rapidly-growing  church  and  school. 

On  Tuesday,  November  15,  1904,  classes  were 
opened  for  a  regular  high  school  course,  and 
to  St.  Mary's  went  the  distinction  of  having  be¬ 
gun  the  first  parochial  high  school  in  the 
United  States*  In  1912  the  high  school  was 
officially  chartered  under  the  Regents  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 

Father  Schaus,  the  beloved  pastor  under 
whose  constant  guidance  St*  Mary's  parish 
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flourished  and  expanded,  served  the  church  on 
the  hill  for  29  good  years*  He  died  on  January 
4,  1929,  and  was  suceeded  by  the  Rev,  John 
Schmitt  of  Annunciation  Church,  Elma,  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1929,  Father  Schmitt  continued  his  late 
predecessor's  program  of  advancement.  He  re¬ 
modeled  the  church  in  1932  at  a  cost  of  $17,000. 
In  1933,  he  purchased  eight  acres  of  land  for 
use  as  a  cemetery,  installing  drainage  facilities 
and  water,  and  beautifying  the  tract  with  the 
erection  of  an  altar  and  the  placing  of  numer¬ 
ous  pieces  of  statuary.  The  cost  of  the  entire 
cemetery  project  was  $20,000,  In  1936,  Father 
Schmitt  had  12  new  church  windows,  with  the 
glass  imported  from  Innsbruck,  Austria,  in¬ 
stalled. 

The  energetic,  hard-working  Father  Schmitt, 
whose  leadership  was  an  inspiration  at  St. 
Mary's  and  whose  good  works  were  incalculable, 
passed  away  on  June  24,  1946.  Always  fortunate 
in  the  acquisition  of  great  leaders,  St.  Mary’s 
was  placed  under  the  guidance  of  the  Rev.  Rom¬ 
an  Nuwer,  originally  of  Lancaster  but  then  act¬ 
ing  as  pastor  of  St.  Joachim's  Church,  Buffalo, 
He  was  appointed  on  October  23,  1946,  and  has 
since  been  elevated  to  a  Monsignorship.  He  was, 
and  still  is,  serving  with  the  U.  S.  Army  in  Aus¬ 
tria  as  Chief  of  Chaplains,  holding  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel*  He  was  installed  by  proxy, 
and  the  occasion  was  believed  to  be  one  of  the 
first  times  in  Catholic  Church  history  that  such 
a  ceremony  took  place.  His  proxy  was  the  Rev. 
Howard  M.  Adolf,  current  administrator  at  St. 
Mary's,  who  continues  that  parish's  tradition  of 
efficient,  inspirational  leadership.  In  Msgr, 
Nuwer's  absence,  Father  Adolf  is  continuing  the 
improvement  program  on  the  school,  convent, 
rectory  and  grounds. 

KNIGHTS  OF  ST,  JOHN,  Commandery  No.  347 

In  the  year  of  1048  of  our  Redemption  in  the 
City  of  Amalphi  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  some 
Catholic  merchants  banded  together  to  form 
the  illustrious  order  known  as  the  Knights  of 
St*  John.  This  name  was  chosen  in  honor  of 
their  favorite  Saint,  St.  John  the  Baptist* 

Down  through  these  many  hundreds  of  years 
the  Knights  of  St.  John  have  striven  to  incul 
cate  the  noblest  of  Christian  principles  and  in 
the  practice  of  the  highest  of  civic  virtues. 

Today  they  may  look  back  with  great  pride  in 
having  organized  over  300  commander ies  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  consisting  of  some 
twenty-five  thousand  uniformed  members  with 
many  more  not  yet  in  uniform,  all  joined  to¬ 
gether  under  the  banner  of  “One  God  and 
One  Country.” 

On  September  8,  1874,  one  of  the  first  par¬ 
ishes  in  this  territory  to  have  a  uniformed 
commandery  of  the  Knights  of  St.  John  was  St. 
Ann's  Church  in  Buffalo  and  from  that  time  on 
has  steadily  grown  in  popularity. 

The  history  of  Commandery  347  of  St,  Mary's 


Church  in  Lancaster  dates  back  to  April  4,  1937. 
At  that  time  Captain  George  Schmitt,  then  a 
member  of  the  Commandery  of  Our  Lady  Help 
of  Christians  parish  of  Cheektowaga,  invited 
several  top  officers  of  the  Buffalo  Regiment  to 
join  with  him  in  an  interview  with  the  late  Rev. 
John  A,  Schmitt,  pastor  of  St*  Mary’s  Church, 
regarding  the  forming  of  the  Knights  of  St, 
John  in  this  parish.  Following  that  meeting 
Father  Schmitt  requested  that  the  Regimental 
Staff  Officers  in  uniform  and  the  men  of  the 
parish  to  join  with  St.  Joseph  Sodality  in  re¬ 
ceiving  Holy  Communion.  The  date  for  this 
was  Sunday,  April  11th,  1937.  This  was  a  grand 
success.  Father  Schmitt  was  chosen  as  moder¬ 
ator  and  together  with  the  honorable  president 
of  St,  Joseph's  Sodality,  Theo.  Loecher,  presided 
at  the  meeting. 

Among  the  speakers  to  outline  the  aims  and 
objects  of  the  order  were  Ins.  Gen,  Harder  and 
Col*  Kreppei,  Adjt.  Frank  Wopperer,  Capt.  Geo. 
Schmitt  was  chosen  as  temporary  chairman 
and  Frank  X.  Nuwer  as  assistant  chairman  and 
secretary  to  organize  the  commandery  that  is 
known  today  as  St.  Mary’s  Commandery  No. 
347. 

Among  the  first  to  sign  their  names  to  an  ap¬ 
plication  were:  Jack  Kaull,  Charles  Keicher, 
Simon  Kuhl,  Harry  Ott,  Paul  Thill,  Albert  Enser, 
Frank  Stabell,  Norman  Rozler,  Norbert  Adolf, 
Jacob  Ott,  John  Baumann,  George  Ott  and 
Frank  X.  Nuwer. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  on  May  5,  1937, 
and  the  first  table  officers  chosen  and  elected 
to  head  the  Commandery  were  as  follows:  Pres, 
Walter  Bielman,  first  vice  president,  Jack  Kaull; 
second  vice  president  Frank  Staebell;  recording 
secretary  Paul  Thill;  financial  secretary  Peter 
Haller;  treasurer,  Simon  Kuhl;  trustees,  Joseph 
Besch,  Frank  Nuwer,  Harry  Ott,  John  Baumann, 
Charles  Keicher,  Robert  Coughlin, 

Soon  after,  the  semi-military  feature  of  the 
organization  was  discussed,  and  the  following 
military  officers  were  chosen  and  elected.  Cap¬ 
tain,  George  Schmitt;  1st  Lieutenant,  Victor 
Ott;  2nd  Lieutenant,  Morlyn  Hurley.  The  real 
hard  work  of  the  members  then  began,  the  job 
of  raising  money  for  uniforms.  This  was  partly 
accomplished  by  running  parties  in  St.  Mary's 
Hall  and  baked  goods  sales.  On  May  15,  1938, 
twenty-nine  members  received  their  uniforms. 
The  following  Sunday  the  Commandery  receiv¬ 
ed  Holy  Communion  in  a  body  and  the  blessing 
of  their  uniforms  and  also  the  indulgence 
granted  by  Pope  Pius  XI. 

St.  Mary's  Commandery  has  steadily  grown 
and  today  has  a  membership  totalling  100  mem¬ 
bers.  To  this  grand  success  must  go  the  untiring 
efforts  of  its  officers  such  as  past  Presidents 
Walter  Bielman,  Frank  Staebell,  Richard  Mur¬ 
ray,  Leo  Morrissey,  George  Ott  and  our  present 
President,  John  Schrader,  retired  Captain  Geo. 
Schmitt  and  Captain  Morlyn  Hurley. 

In  its  many  turnouts  the  Commandery  has 
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had  the  honor  of  participating  in  many  events 
with  high  dignitaries  of  both  church  and  state. 
In  the  early  1940's,  St,  Mary's  Commandery 
sought  to  organize  its  sister  organization,  the 
Ladies  Auxiliary  of  the  Knights  of  St,  John  in 
our  parish,  but  met  with  little  success.  In  1946 
the  Commandery  succeeded  in  organizing  an 
auxiliary  which  since  then  has  become  another 
one  of  the  many  popular  organizations  now 
holding  forth  at  St.  Mary's, 


OUR  LADY  OF  POMPEII  CHURCH 


In  the  early  nineties  Italian  immigrants  be¬ 
gan  to  pour  into  the  United  States.  A  few 
families  found  their  way  to  Lancaster  and  De¬ 
pew,  The  railroads  and  shops  here  furnished, 
them  employment,  and  soon  their  numbers 
grew.  After  a  short  time  they  began  to  form 
a  little  colony  of  their  own  in  the  vicinity  of 
Laver  a  ck  and  Sawyer  Avenues,  just  at  the  Lan- 
easter-Depew  village  limits.  The  construction 
of  the  sewage  system  in  Lancaster  in  1908  call¬ 
ed  a  great  many  more  Italians  to  our  neigh¬ 
borhood.  So  great  had  become  the  number  of 
Italians  who  up  to  this  time  had  come  to  St, 
Mary's  Church  that  Father  Schaus,  upon  con¬ 
sultation  with  Father  Killeen,  then  pastor  of 
St,  James  Church,  Depew,  determined  to  start 

a  special  church  for  them.  Here  they  might 
hear  sermons  in  their  own  language.  Here  their 
spiritual  wants  would  be  taken  care  of. 

Accordingly,  Father  Schaus  launched  a  cam¬ 
paign.  He  gathered  as  much  money  as  possible; 
and  with  the  aid  of  the  diocesan  authorities 
purchased  a  plot  of  ground  at  the  comer  of 
Cowing  Street  and  Laverack  Avenue,  A  frame 
structure  was  built  as  a  church. 

This  first  church  was  known  also  as  the  Ital¬ 
ian  Mission  of  St.  Mary's.  Father  Shaus'  in¬ 
troduced  a  mass  for  them  on  Sundays  at  7  A. 
M.  with  a  sermon  in  their  own  language.  Father 
Rarsutti,  of  St,  Lucy's  Church,  Buffalo,  cared 
for  the  mission  for  a  time  but  Father  Shaus 
soon  assumed  its  ministration.  With  the  hope 


that  the  Italian  people  would  soon  be  able  to 
turn  this  mission  into  a  parish,  Father  Shaus 
brought  various  Italian  priests  here  during  the 
years  1909  and  1910,  all  of  whom  worked  zeal¬ 
ously  for  the  souls  of  their  countrymen.  Among 
them  were:  Rev.  Remigion  Barsotti,  Rev.  D. 
Carra,  Rev.  J,  Massola,  Rev.  Ciabattoni  and  par¬ 
ticularly  Rev.  John  Tommei,  who  later  estab¬ 
lished  the  parish  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  at  East 
Buffalo. 

The  church  was  officially  dedicated  by  Bis¬ 
hop  Colton  on  the  14th  of  March,  1909  and 
given  the  name  of  Our  Lady  of  Pompeii,  The 
name  (<Our  Lady  of  Pompeii”  is  the  name  of  a 
picture  venerated  at  Pompeii,  Italy,  one  of  the 
nation's  most  famous  shrines. 

The  need  of  the  Italians  in  other  parts  of  the 
diocese,  however,  became  so  great  that  the 
Bishop  could  not  spare  an  Italian  priest  for  our 
mission  and  so  in  the  year  1910  the  work  of  the 
mission  was  turned  over  to  the  assistant  priest 
at  St.  Mary's  under  the  supervision  of  Father 
Shaus.  Fathers  Max  Mueller,  F.  X.  Hoern- 
schemeyer,  Leo  E,  Keen,  P,  J.  Tronolone,  Thom¬ 
as  McGuire  and  Martin  H.  Ebner  have  since 
taden  care  of  the  church. 

In  1929  Father  Ebner ,  Assistant  Priest  at  St. 
Mary’s,  under  the  direction  of  Father  Schaus, 
lengthened  and  entirely  renovated  the  church. 

In  1932  the  Italian  Catholics  of  the  Mission 
of  St.  Mary’s  Lancaster,  petitioned  to  the  Most 
Rev,  William  Turner,  Bishop  of  Buffalo  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  separate  parish  of  their  own.  On 
April  12,  1932,  Bishop  Turner  appointed,  as  first 
pastor,  Rev.  Leo  Pulling,  who  at  that  time  was 
assistant  priest  of  St,  Mary’s  Church,  Lancaster, 
N.  Y,  In  the  same  year  a  rectory  was  built  next 
to  the  church. 

In  1934,  Father  Pulling  extended  the  base¬ 
ment  and  out  in  a  new  floor. 

On  June  19,  1942,  the  Most  Rev.  Bishop  John 
Duffy  appointed  as  second  pastor  of  Our  Lady 
of  Pompeii  Church,  Rev,  Alfonso  J.  Bernardo 
who  was  pastor  of  Our  Lady  of  Loretta  Church 
in  Falconer,  N,  Y.  In  September  of  the  same 
year,  Father  Bernardo  requested  the  village 
board  of  Lancaster  to  have  Cowing  Street  pav¬ 
ed  as  far  as  Sawyer  Avenue.  This  improved  the 
Church  property.  Early  in  1944  the  church  was 
beautifully  remodeled  and  decorated.  In  June, 
1944,  Father  Bernardo  purchased  a  piece  of 
land  from  the  Village  of  Lancaster  for  a  future 
expansion  of  the  parish. 

The  spiritual  progress  of  this  parish  has  been 
increasing  year  by  year  and  we  now7  number 
more  than  300  families.  Y/e  hope  in  the  near 
future,  in  order  to  accommodate  this  increasing 
number,  to  build  a  new  church  on  the  land 
purchased  in  1944  and  turn  the  present  church 
structure  into  a  parochial  school. 

At  the  present  the  societies  of  this  parish  are 
as  follows:  Rosary  Society,  Holy  Name  Society, 
Children  of  Mary,  Boy  Scouts,  and  Girl  Scouts. 
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CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

In  the  year  1895  a  Sunday  School  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  the  store  at  the  corner  of  Laverack  Ave¬ 
nue  and  Sturm  Place,  Lancaster,  N.  Y.  under 
the  supervision  of  Mr.  Volney  P,  Kinney,  a  loyal 
Baptist  Layman.  Mr.  Kinney  was  supported  by 
a  group  of  Baptists  who  were  desirous  of  giving 
their  time  and  talent  to  the  children  of  the 
North  community  of  Lancaster  which  was  then 
under  construction  of  many  new  homes. 

Under  the  guidance  of  these  men  and  women 
the  children  were  taught  the  love  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  for  all  of  humanity,  the  School  began 
with  an  enrollment  of  80  with  an  average  at¬ 
tendance  of  60.  Their  first  assembly  began 
August  11,  1895  and  grew  in  numbers  during 
the  following  years. 

The  following  May,  a  meeting  of  the  men  and 
women  of  the  Baptist  faith  were  called  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  advisability  of  organizing  a  Baptist 
Church  and  20  people  assembled.  It  was  the 
unanimous  conclusion  that  the  church  be  or¬ 
ganized  and  to  call  upon  Baptist  families  for 
their  support  in  the  Village  of  Depew  nearby. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Heath  presided  and  Volney  P.  Kin¬ 
ney  was  elected  as  secretary.  On  motion  duly 
made  and  seconded  it  was  carried  that  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Lancaster,  N.  Y.  was 
organized  by  those  present  who  were  members 
of  good  standing  of  Baptist  churches  elsewhere. 
The  following  names  were  signed  as  the  organ¬ 
izers  of  this  church: 

Oliver  D,  Seitz,  Volney  P.  Kinney,  Gertrude 
A,  Kinney,  Annie  Stoddard,  Rosalie  Alvord, 
Philip  Alvord,  Sarah  J.  Baughan,  Mary  E.  Eld- 
ridge,  Amos  J.  Sider,  Maggie  Sider,  Victor  R. 
Pratt,  Sr.,  Georgiarxna  Pratt,  Clara  Pratt,  Vic¬ 
tor  R.  Pratt,  Jr.,  Algernon  S.  Pratt  and  George 
H.  Pratt.  Volney  P.  Kinney  was  elected  the 
first  deacon  and  Amos  J.  Sider  was  elected  sec¬ 
ond  as  deacon,  church  clerk  Victor  R.  Pratt, 
treasurer  Oliver  D.  Seitz. 

June  17th,  1896,  it  was  decided  to  call  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  Baptist  Churches  of  the  Buffalo  Baptist 
Association  for  recognition  and  affiliation  as  a 
regular  Baptist  Church  and  that  this  service 
be  held  Thursday,  June  25th,  1896,  afternoon 
and  evening.  The  clerk  was  instructed  to  send  a 
letter  of  invitation  to  all  Baptist  churches  in 
the  Buffalo  Baptist  Association  inviting  the 
pastor  and  two  delegates  to  attend  the  council. 
On  June  24th,  1896  by  unanimous  vote,  the 
Church  adopted  the  Declaration  of  Faith  writ¬ 
ten  by  Dr,  J.  Newton  Brown  and  published  by 
the  American  Publication  Society.  In  Septem¬ 
ber  of  1896,  Rev,  Mr.  Farquette  was  called  and 
accepted  the  pastorate  in  succession  to  Rev. 
J,  A,  Heath  who  had  resigned  three  weeks  be¬ 
fore.  During  the  past  year,  28  joined  with  the 
church  membership. 

In  1898  the  church  came  into  possession  of 
its  present  location  at  the  corner  of  Caswell 


Street  and  Laverack  Avenue  was  purchased  thru 
Mr.  F.  Mason  Hayes.  The  present  church  edi¬ 
fice  was  erected  the  same  year  on  this  lot  101 
by  165  feet  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $15,000,00  An 
organ  was  presented  to  the  church  to  help  in 
the  church  services. 

The  membership  at  this  time  stood  at  31 
members  and  at  the  opening  of  the  new  church 
building  faced  a  debt  of  $4,000.00  mortgage  at 
five  per  cent.  In  1901  the  church  membership 
rose  to  61  and  the  Sunday  School  90  with  an 
average  attendance  of  70.  Mr.  Kinney  was  the 
superintendent  for  the  first  16  years.  In  1902 
one  of  the  chief  industries  dosed  up  its  plant 
here  and  many  families  moved  away  depleting 
the  church  membership  and  a  heavy  indebted¬ 
ness  to  be  faced  by  the  remainder.  The  New 
York  State  Baptist  Missionary  Convention  came 
to  the  church's  aid  and  helped  by  paying  half 
the  debt. 

Mr,  Kinney  and  his  wife  moved  to  Buffalo,  in 
September,  1911,  and  took  their  membership  to 
First  Baptist  Church  there.  Both  had  given 
themselves  to  the  organizing  and  development 
of  the  church  and  Sunday  School.  The  church 
missed  them  greatly  and  their  influence  in  the 
community. 

From  1905  the  Sunday  School  showed  a  pros¬ 
perous  condition  and  added  much  to  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  church  with  a  goodly  number  unit¬ 
ing  in  the  church  membership.  The  Young 
People's  Society  presented  a  new  Estey  church 
organ  to  the  church  and  thus  added  greatly  to 
the  services  in  the  church. 

During  the  50  years  of  existence  the  church 
has  had  its  ups  and  downs.  In  the  midst  of  all 
its  struggles  she  has  always  gone  ahead  and 
the  blessings  of  the  Lord  has  been  her  portion. 
Some  17  pastors  have  served  the  church,  serving 
from  less  than  a  year  to  seven  years. 

Rev.  J.  A,  Heath,  1896,  resigned  1896;  Rev.  A. 
L.  Parquette,  1896,  resigned  1898;  Rev.  Starr  K. 
Smith,  1898,  resigned  1901;  Rev.  C.  A.  Clausen, 
1901,  resigned  1902;  Rev.  L.  S,  Shumaker,  1903, 
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resigned  1903;  Rev,  W.  V.  Bacon,  1904,  resigned 
1909;  Rev.  C,  W.  Robinson,  1909,  resigned  1912; 
Rev.  F.  E.  Robinson,  1913,  resigned  1914;  Rev.  G, 
F.  Griffin,  1914,  resigned  1916;  Rev.  E.  J.  Dry¬ 
er,  1916,  resigned  1918;  Rev,  A.  Stockton,  1919, 
resigned  192u;  Rev.  A.  Bell,  1921,  resigned  1925; 
Rev.  Stein,  1925,  resigned  1926;  Rev.  H.  Wahl, 
1927,  resigned.  1929;  Rev.  M.  S.  Scriber,  1929,  re¬ 
signed  1933;  Rev.  C.  Hammel,  1933,  resigned 
iy39;  Rev.  J.  A.  Barker,  1939. 

During  all  of  the  years  over  four  hundred 
have  united  with  this  church  and  we  carry  on 
knowing  there  is  a  place  for  the  small  church 
in  the  work  of  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord,  We 
have  an  honored  place  with  the  churches  of 
Lancaster,  and  with  working  together  for  our 
Blessed  Lord  much  spiritual  advancement  will 
be  attained  in  the  days  to  follow. 


ST.  JOHN'S  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

The  planting  of  the  Church  is  interwoven  in¬ 
to  the  history  of  the  Village  of  Lancaster  from 
its  very  beginnings  in  1804, 

From  the  start  villagers  banded  themselves 
together  in  worship  in  private  hemes,  an  inter¬ 
est  that  was  to  cryscalize  into  Church  structures 
at  a  later  date. 

In  1849  Lancaster  was  incorporated  into  a 
village  on  the  tenth  of  April  and  by  1913  had 
grown  to  a  population  of  5,000. 

Its  civic  interest  kept  pace  with  its  religious 
life  and  practice  and  imparted  to  this  locality 
a  solid  value  which  is  reflected  in  its  general 
prosperity  and  desirability  as  a  home  center  to 
this  very  day. 

An  old  record  relates  that  “Lancaster's  reli¬ 
gious  history  forms  one  of  the  most  animated 


REV.  CHRISTIAN  KNAPP 

and  interesting  chapters  of  its  life..”  It  goes  on 
to  say:  “Lancaster's  building  of  Churches  pre¬ 


sents  a  picturesque  period.  In  those  days  peo¬ 
ple  did  not  "talk  business'  but  discussed  long 
arid  solemnly  the  state  of  their  souls.  The  mat¬ 
ter  of  religion  was  a  serious  one.  Our  early 
ministers  had  long  distances  to  travel  and  were 


heard  with  much  interest." 


This  inheritance  from  the  past  is  a  marked 
trait  of  our  village  to  this  very  day  and  can  be 
fairly  described  as  a  “Church  going  commun¬ 
ity.” 

The  history  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  of  Lancaster  started  when  Protestants 
met  in  various  homes  for  Sunday  horship.  They 
were  served  by  Circuit  Pastors.  A  Rev.  Wagenals 
ministered  to  nine  congregations  and  officiated 
in  Lancaster  every  four  weeks. 

Then  came  a  period  when  a  large  number  of 
settlers  of  Huguenot  ancestry  from  Alsace  Lor¬ 
raine  and  Wuertenberg  established  themselves 
on  farms. 

The  first  house  of  worship  after  leaving  the 
Mansion  House  on  Central  Avenue  was  built  in 
1835.  It  had  its  beginning  with  195  members 
signing  the  charter. 

The  structure  was  of  frame  erected  on  the 
site  now  occupied  by  Cushing's  Drug  Store.  Rev. 
William  Fetter  presided  at  the  organization 
meeting. 

The  church  officials  whose  names  appear  on 
the  ancient  document  were :  George  Paul, 
Jacob  Young,  John  Halpert,  Michael  Wollgung, 
Frederick  Heim  and  George  Seligman.  Rev. 
Fetter  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Christian 
Knapp  in  1847  who  served  the  Church  for  more 
than  forty  years. 

The  Church  on  Central  Avenue  soon  became 
too  small  and  the  present  site  on  Pleasant  Ave¬ 
nue  and  Church  of  St.  John’s  Evanelical  Luth- 


41 


RELIGIOUS  HISTORY— Continued 


eran  Church  was  bought  for  $400,  Michael  An- 
steth,  John  Walter,  John  Brunk,  John  Seiler 
and  Michael  Young  were  the  trustees, 

In  the  year  1873  a  resolution  was  signed  to 
erect  a  House  of  Worship,  the  cost  of  which  was 

not  to  exceed  $10,000. 

In  1887  Pastor  Knapp  retired— St.  John’s  was 
his  first  and  last  parish.  He  was  called  home 
in  1894  and  lies  buried  in  the  Rural  Cemetery. 

Rev.  F.  Bambam,  Rev.  F.  Schaefer  and  Rev. 
Blum  served  the  parish  until  1910  when  Rev. 
George  Bock  took  charge,  serving  for  35  years. 
During  this  period  of  ardent  service  the  Church 
experienced  an  outstanding  growth.  He  entered 
the  Church  triumphant  in  1944  and  was  sue- 
ceeded  by  the  present  Pastor  Rev.  Carl  H.  Miller. 

Throughout  this  entire  celebration  the  names 
of  many  who  aided  in  making  the  Churches  of 
Lancaster  and  the  life  of  the  village,  a  whole¬ 
some  contribution  to  the  well  being  of  the  state 
and  nation,  will  be  held  in  grateful  remem¬ 
brance. 

They  form  a  silent  succession  of  laborers  and 
citizens  un-named,  un-pictured  without  whose 
faith  and  devotion  we  would  not  he  able  to  en¬ 
ter  into  the  fruits  of  their  endeavors. 

Their  name  and  faces  thru  the  long  reach  of 
time,  are  sealed  in  our  hearts,  and  in  God’s 
Book  of  Life. 


TRINITY  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

The  records  reveal  that  Trinity  Church  con¬ 
gregation  first  held  meetings  in  the  little  school 
house  or  academy  building  in  Lake  Avenue 
about  1866,  and  later  in  a  third  story  room 
known  as  Grimes  HalL  The  Mission  flourished 
from  the  start  and  the  good  size  Sunday  School 
membership  and  congregation  was  built. 

In  December,  1879  a  plot  of  ground  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Episcopal  Church  Society,  located 
in  Broadway  (formerly  known  as  East  Main 
Street,)  and  plans  for  the  building  of  a  new 
church  were  laid.  The  cornerstone  was  formal¬ 
ly  laid  in  1880  and  the  completed  edifice  was 
opened  with  impressive  ceremonies  by  the  Bis¬ 
hop  of  the  Diocese,  The  Rt.  Rev,  A.  Cleveland 
Cox. 

The  church  is  of  Gothic  style  of  architecture 
and  is  in  cruciform  shape  and  fronts  on  Broad¬ 
way,  It  is  70  feet  in  depth,  35  feet  in  width  and 
has  a  seating;  capacity  of  about  175  people, 
Twelve  stained- glass  windows  add  considerably 
to  the  beauty  of  the  interior.  It  has  a  large 
basement  and  contains  a  vault  for  the  tempor¬ 
ary  sepulchre  of  the  dead.  The  church  is  built 
chiefly  of  brick,  with  stone  facings,  and  has  a 
plain  Nave  and  Chancel.  The  Interior  fittings 
are  of  white  ash. 

An  educational  building  with  Sunday  School 
rooms  and  parish  hall  is  erected  in  the  rear  of 
the  Church, 

Members  of  the  following  families  constituted 


the  regular  congregation  of  the  School  House 
Days:  Bostwick,  Bartholomew,  Bell,  Farr,  Pro- 
wett,  Ives,  Little,  and  Farrar. 

First  recorded  baptism:  Miss  Lucia  Cruthers, 

First  wedding:  Samuel  B,  Smiley  to  Janet 
Wood  Bell,  January  18,  1883. 

First  Confirmation  class:  Mr.  Farrar  and  Mr, 
and  Mrs,  Bell. 

The  Women's  Mite  Society  later  called  Wo¬ 
men’s  Guild  originated  in  “Grimes  Church”,  as 
townspeople  were  wont  to  call  the  Mission  at 
that  time. 

The  first  Wardens  were  Mr,  Thomas  Leary 
and  Mr,  George  Bartholomew.  In  its  issue  dated 
May  3,  1878,  the  Lancaster  Star  reported  the 
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following  officers  elected  at  the  first  Annual 
Parish  Meeting:  Wardens,  W.  H.  Bostwick,  and 
George  Bartholomew.  Vestrymen,  Thomas 
Leary,  Frank  James,  Thomas  Miller,  S,  F.  Hart¬ 
man  and  Richard  Kurtz. 

Missionaries  conducted  the  worship  services, 
Clergy  and  Lay  Readers  coming  from  Buffalo 
and  vicinity.  An  outstanding  Lay  Reader,  zeal¬ 
ous  for  the  advancement  of  Trinity  Church,  la¬ 
bored  unceasingly  and  eventually  was  ordained 
to  the  Diaconate  and  Priesthood  —  The  Rev. 
Cyrus  P.  Lee.  He  conducted  many  services  in 
“Grimes  Church”  and  was  ordained  soon  after 
the  new  church  was  built,  A  beautiful  window 

was  unveiled  in  1887  in  his  memory. 

The  church  became  a  regular  Diocesan  Par¬ 
ish  in  1883  and  Doctor  Huntington  became  the 
first  resident  pastor.  Other  clergymen  to  serve 
have  been  the  Revs.  W.  H  Capers,  Stuart  Crock¬ 
ett,  B.  F.  Cooley,  H,  B.  Jefferson,  George  A,  Har¬ 
vey,  George  M.  Irish,  Frank  Marchant  and  Fred 
W.  Goldsmith.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Ws  G.  Woodward 

is  the  present  pastor. 

A  rectory  located  in  Lombardy  Street  was 
presented  to  the  Parish  in  1900,  Many  promin¬ 
ent  citizens  of  the  village  have  been  members 
of  the  Parish  including  such  well-known  fam¬ 
ilies  as  James,  Grimes,  Bedell,  Bruce,  Oswald, 
Critsinger,  Cushing,  Dann,  Young,  Dykstra, 
Wenz,  Murray,  Smiley,  Cullen  and  Edwards. 
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METHODIST  CHURCH 

H.  Perry  Smith’s  History  of  Buffalo  and  Erie 
County  gives  this  information:  “It  is  from  the 
year  1811  that  the  Rev.  William  Waith  dates  the 
first  public  Christian  worship  in  the  township. 
For  several  years  it  was  held  at  private  houses 
and  at  the  school  house  .  *  .  Notwithstanding 
the  large  and  growing  population  of  the  county, 
there  was  not  a  solitary  church  building  within 
its  limits  excepting  the  log  meeting  house  of 
the  Quakers  at  East  Hamburg.” 

Conable’s  History  of  the  Genesee  Co  me  re  nee 
has  these  notes:  “1818 — At  this  time  the  Gene¬ 
see  District  embraced  the  whole  territory  from 
Cayuga  Lake  to  Lake  Erie  and  from  Lake  On¬ 
tario  on  the  north  into  Pennsylvania.  This 
broad  field  was  divided  into  twelve  circuits  and 
manned  by  twelve  heroes.” 

At  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  appointments  of 
the  New  York  Conference  for  1818  is  the  follow¬ 
ing  entry:  “Aurora  Seeger  goes  to  the  Genesee 
District.”  The  following  is  a  quotation  from 
his  diary:  “I  was  appointed  to  Clarence  Circuit 
with  Brother  (Jetar)  Forster  as  my  colleague. 
His  circuit,  including  the  towns  and  villages 
of  Clarence,  Batavia,  Alexander,  Attica,  and 
westerly  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Buffalo,  and 
to  the  east  and  south  embracing  Bethany,  War¬ 
saw,  Orangeville,  and  the  adjoining  vicinities, 
was  extensive.  It  was  a  four  weeks’  circuit  with 
thirty-five  preaching  appointments.’  Dr.  Z. 
Paddock  who  was  appointed  there  the  next 
year,  said  that  at  that  time,  when  he  followed 
Brother  Seeger  on  that  extensive  charge,  there 


was  not  a  church  or  chapel  belonging  to  any 
denomination,” 

Since  the  bounds  of  this  extensive  circuit  ex¬ 
tended  “westerly  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Buf¬ 
falo”,  it  might  easily  be  that  “Cayuga  Creek” 
was  one  of  the  preaching  places.  This  might 
have  been  the  real  beginning  of  the  Methodist 
group  that  in  1835  built  the  church  on  Aurora 
Street,  and  is  now  the  “First  Methodist  Church 
of  Lancaster” — although  no  specific  year  can 
be  given  as  the  actual  beginning, 

The  first  definite  mention  of  Lancaster  Met¬ 
hodist  Church  is  made  in  Conable’s  History  of 
the  Genesee  Conference  as  follows:  “In  1835 
.  .  .  Clarence  circuit  embraced  Williamsville  and 
Lancaster,  no  regular  house  of  worship  in  either 
place.”  H,  Perry  Smith’s  History  of  the  City  of 
Buffalo  and  Erie  County  has  this  record:  “The 
framed  church  building,  formerly  occupied  by 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  erected  in 
1835  ...”  The  Genesee  Conference  Minutes 
(Official  Journal)  under  date  of  1838,  under  the 
question  “Where  are  the  preachers  stationed 
this  year?”  gives  for  “Buffalo  District,  Lancas¬ 
ter”  the  name  of  J.  W*  Vaughn,  The  member¬ 
ship  is  listed  as  107. 

In  1352  the  congregation  built  the  main  part 
of  the  present  church  building,  and  sold  the 
frame  structure  on  Aurora  Street  to  the  Ger¬ 
man  Methodist  congregation  The  addition  to 
the  main  church  building  was  dedicated  Janu¬ 
ary  21,  1900 

The  parsonage  was  built  about  1884.  During 
the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Thompson,  his 
illustrious  daughter,  Dorothy,  was  born  in  the 
parsonage. 
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Nathan  L.  Tanner,  owner  of  the  horse  and  wagon  that  provided  transportation  for  the 
first  R.F.D,  route,  which  was  begun  In  Lancaster  ah  February  15,  1902. 


GORDON  J.  WALTER 

Sinclair  Service  Station 

GAS  —  OIL  —  LUBRICATION 
TIRES  -  BATTERIES  —  ACCESSORIES 

AAA  SERVICE 

5383  BROADWAY 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Phone:  Lane.  44 

OompHm&ntu  of 

FOITS  RESTAURANT 

SILVER  CREEK,  NEW  YORK 


Compliments  of 

Max  F.  Rutecki 

FUNERAL  HOME 


Mrs.  Helen  A.  Rutecki  Max  F,  Rutecki 

7 1 5  T errace  Blvd.  Depew,  N.  Y 

Phone :  LANC.  733 

375-379  Peckham  St.  Buffalo,  N.  Y 

Phone:  CL.  0117 

NO  CHARGE  FOR  CHAPEL  SERVICE 


WEST  MAIN  STREET  —  1913 


To  the  Village  of  Lancaster  on  its 


100th  Birthday 


* 


From  the 

LANCASTER  TOWN  DEMOCRATIC  CANDIDATES 

STANLEY  J.  KEYS  A . . . Supervisor 

JOSEPH  J.  GARRY . Councilman 

MICHAEL  BAUER . Councilman 

EDWARD  C.  GERMER . Town  Clerk 

ELMER  A.  DEUTSCHLANDER . . Tax  Collector 

JOSEPH  CERULLO . Highway  Superintendent 

MISS  INGER  A.  SOLUM . .School  Director 

ROBERT  D.  WRIGHT . Library  Trustee 
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Edward  Zurbrick,  shown  driving  his  hearse  outside  of  his  West  Main  Street  undertaking 
parlors  in  1904, 


Congratulations  Lancaster  for  100 

Years  of  Progress 
Compliments  of 

The 

Quaker  Oats  Company 

MUFFETS  CEREAL  DIVISION 

DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 


Phone:  1205-J 

Serve  and  Enjoy 

KOCH’S  BREWS  OFTEN 

Ask  for  it  at  your  favorite  tavern  or 

delicatessen 

Twin  Village  Dist. 

12  Koons  Alley 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Ed  “Punk”  Schaefer 

Ed  “Jerry”  Miller 
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Officers  of  Centennial  Planning  Board 


Front,  left  to  right;  Mrs.  Angela  Schultz,  recording  secretary;  Warren  Delzer,  general  chair¬ 
man;  Walter  Winter,  co-chairman.  Rear,  left  to  right;  Christ  Becker,  corresponding  secretary; 
Joseph  Geyer,  financial  secretary;  Elmer  Dents  chi  ander,  treasurer. 


Centennial  Planning  Board 


First  row,  left  to  right:  Christ  Becker,  corresponding  secretary,  chairman  of  parades  and 
prizes;  Mrs.  Angela  Schultz,  recording  secretary;  Joseph  Geyer,  financial  secretary,  chairman  of 
automobile  award;  Warren  Delzer,  general  chairman;  Walter  Winter,  co-chairman;  Mrs.  Mario 
Schermerhorn,  co-chairman  program  of  events,  music  and  choral;  Elmer  Deutschlander,  treasur¬ 
er*  Second  row;  Lloyd  Bull,  Joseph  Scherer,  chairman  of  properties;  Mario  Sehermerhorn,  co- 
chairman  of  events,  music  and  choral;  Milton  Wheat,  chairman  of  housing;  Ray  Blair,  chairman 
of  badges  and  souvenirs;  George  Schneider;  Arthur  Wen  del,  chairman  of  ways  and  means; 
Robert  Laney.  Third  row:  Edward  Handel,  chairman  of  invitations;  John  Lyon;  Charles  Ahl- 
strom,  chairman  of  cachets;  James  McGurk,  chairman  of  publicity,  historical  editor;  Norman 
Haiiber.  George  Gregory,  chairman  of  decorations,  Fred  Oestreieh,  program  book  chairman  and 
editor,  and  Mrs,  Raymond  Knauher,  chairman  of  antiques,  were  absent. 
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Centennial  Program 

FRIDAY,  JULY  15 

8:00  —  Unveiling  of  store  windows 

SUNDAY,  JULY  17  —  (Church  Day) 

Morning— Reunion  services  in  all  churches 
1:00  -  5:00  —  Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibits  (Masonic  Temple) 

1:00  -  5:00  —  Photo  Salon  (Municipal  Auditorium) 

2:00  -  4:00  —  All-Star  Baseball  Game  (Como  Park) — Porto  Ricans  vs.  L-D  Athletic  Assn. 
3:00  5:00  —  Centennial  Tea  (Moose  Home) 

Served  by  Women's  Civic  Club 
Music  by  the  Hapeman  String  Ensemble 
5:00  -  8:00  — *  Basket  picnics  (Como  Park) 

8:00  -  9:30  —  Outdoor  Reunion  Program  (Lancaster  High  School) 

Singing  by  massed  choirs  of  all  churches 
Speaker — Lt,  Gov,  Joseph  Hanley. 

MONDAY,  JULY  18  —  (Youth  Day) 

Demonstration  of  Scott  Air-Pak  at  Industrial  Exhibit, 

Literary  Exhibit  (Lancaster  Public  Library). 

Industrial  Exhibit  (Industry  Tent— Legion  Field). 

Teen-age  Field  Day  (Como  Park  -  softball  diamond) 

Youth  Parade 
Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibits 
Photo  Salon 

Literary  Exhibit  (Lancaster  Fublic  Library). 

Crowning  of  Royal  Family  (Town  Hall) 

Awarding  of  prizes  by  Mayor  Braun 
Old  and  New  Street  Dance  (Clark  Street) 

TUESDAY,  JULY  19  —  (Industrial  Day) 

Kitchen  Party  (Lancaster  Theater) 

Literary  Exhibit  (Lancaster  Public  Library), 

Demonstration  of  Scott  Air-Pak  at  Industrial  Exhibit. 

Industrial  Exhibit  (Industry  Tent— Legion  Field), 

Photo  Salon 

Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibits 

Industrial  Parade  of  Progress  and  Grotesque  Parade, 

Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibits 
Photo  Salon 

International  Nife  (Old  Mookfs  Grove— back  of  Post  Office). 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY7  20  —  (Veterans'  Day) 

1:00  -  5:00  —  Literary  Exhibit  (Lancaster  Public  Library). 

1:00  -  10:00  —  Demonstration  of  Scott  Air-Pak  at  Industrial  Exhibit, 

2:00 -10:00  —  Industrial  Exhibit  (Industry  Tent— Legion  Field), 

6:30  —  Dedication  of  War  Memorial  (Memorial  Park), 

7:00  —  Veterans  Parade 

7:00  -  9:00  —  Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibits 

7:00  -  9:00  — -  Photo  Salon 

9:00  -  10:30  —  “Centennial  Summer”  Pageant  (Lancaster  High  School  Field) 

10:00  -  12:00  —  Literary  Exhibit  (Lancaster  Public  Library). 

THURSDAY,  JULY  21  —  (Fraternal  Day) 

1:00  —  Fashion  Show  (Lancaster  Theater) 

Reunions  of  all  Lancaster  High  School  and  St,  Mary’s  High  School  classes, 
by  years 

1:00-  5:00  —  Literary  Exhibit  (Lancaster  Public  Library). 

1:00  -  10:00  —  Demonstration  of  Scott  Air-Pak  at  Industrial  Exhibit, 

2:00-10:00  —  Industrial  Exhibit  (Industry  Tent — Legion  Field), 

3:00  -  5:00  —  Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibits 
3:00  -  5:00  —  Photo  Salon 


1:00  - 

10:00  — 

1:00- 

5:00 

2:00  - 

10:00  — 

2:00 

7:00 

7:00- 

9:00  — 

7:00  - 

9:00  — 

7:00  - 

9:00  — 

8:00 

- - 

9:00- 

11:00  — 

l:oo 

1:00  - 

5:oo  — 

1:  00  - 

10:00  — 

2:00- 

10:00  — 

3:00- 

5:00 

3:00  - 

5:00  - 

7:00 
7:00  - 

9:00  — 

7:00  - 

8:00  — 

8:  30  - 

10:30  - 
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CENTENNIAL  PROGRAM -Continued 


7:00  —  Fraternal  Parade  of  Fellowship 

7:00  *-  9 : 00  —  Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibits 
7: CO-  9:00  —  Photo  Salon 

7:00-  9:00  —  Literary  Exhibit  (Lancaster  Public  Library), 

9:00-10:30  —  “Centennial  Summer"  Pageant 

FRIDAY,  JULY  22  —  (Firemen's  Day) 

1:00  -  10:00  —  Demonstration  of  Scott  Air-Pak  at  Industrial  Exhibit. 

1:00  -  5:00  —  Literary  Exhibit  (Lancaster  Public  Library), 

2:00-10:00  —  Industrial  Exhibit  (Industry  Tent — Legion  Field). 

7:00  —  Firemen's  Parade 

7:00  -  9:00  —  Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibits 

7:00  -  9:  CO  —  Photo  Salon 

7:00  -  9:00  —  Literary  Exhibit  (Lancaster  Public  Library), 

8:00  -  10:00  —  Band  Concert  and  Barber  Shop  Quartets  (Old  Mook's  Grove). 

10:30  —  Drawing  for  Inhalator  (Fire  Departments  only).  Carnival  Grounds. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  23  —  (Community  Day) 

1:00  -  5:00  —  Literary  Exhibit  (Lancaster  Public  Library), 

1:00  -  10:00  —  Demonstration  of  Scott  Air-Pak  at  Industrial  Exhibit. 

1:00  —  Community  Auction,  Downtown  Business  Section. 

2:00  -  10:00  —  Industrial  Exhibit  (Industry  Tent — Legion  Field), 

3:00  -  5:00  —  Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibits 
3:00  -  5:00  —  Photo  Salon 
7:00  -  9:00  — -  Arts  and  Crafts  Exhibits 
7:00  -  9 : 00  —  Photo  Salon 

8:00  —  Community  Sing,  Judging  of  Beards,  award  of  prises  (Mock's  Grove), 

9:00-  10:30  —  Pageant  rain  date. 

10:00  “12:00  —  Literary  Exhibit  (Lancaster  Public  Library), 

11:00  —  Drawing  for  car  (Carnival  Grounds). 


*  If  our  xdcinz  Cfoms  CTt us! 

A  HOME 

OF 


YOUR  OWN 

BY 


The  PfeSl  Lumber  Co. 


PIONEER  BUILDERS  OF  LOW  COST  PREMIUM  HOMES. 


See  the  sensational 


$7500 


Finished  Model  Erected  in  Alden. 


THE  PFEIL  LUMBER  CO.  Alden.  N.  Y. 


Phones:  Alden  3931  — ■  4X81 


1 

CONTRACTORS  —  SUPPLIERS 
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The  Lancaster  businessmen  pictured  in  1907  at  their  annual  outing,  held  at  the  Lancaster 
Driving  Park*  It  is  reported  that  the  event  was  highlighted  by  a  lengthy  discussion  of  store 
hours. 


Compliment  *  of 

Julius  Vollcer 


MEMBER  OF  ASSEMBLY 
7th  DISTRICT 
ERIE  COUNTY 


Phone:  Lane.  1049 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  LANCASTER  ON 

ITS  100th  BIRTHDAY 

Edward  A.  Mel  lick 

Electrical  Repairing  and  Contracting 

43  LAKE  AVENUE 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


Phone:  Lane.  903 


Your  Hosts 
Eleanor  and  Monte 

THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE  TELL  THE  STORY! 

Any  service  must  meet  with  their  approval  — 
and  we're  happy  they  keep  coming  here  for 
their  favorite  sodas,  sundaes  and  sandwiches. 

Visit  Our  Hot  Dog  Stand  —  Charcoal  Hots 
WE  SERVE  DELICIOUS  DINNERS,  TOO! 

4978  Broadway  at  Warsaw 
DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 
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VILLAGE  FIRE  CHI€FS 


Bottom,  left  to  right; 
assistant;  Arthur  Wendei, 


Ray  Blair,  chief;  Lloyd  Bull,  third  assistant, 
first  assistant. 


Top:  John  Lyon,  second 


VILLAGE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


Front,  left  to  right:  Edward  Lang,  lieutenant;  Edward  Bund,  chief;  Francis  Sweitzer,  cap 
tain.  Rear:  Patrolmen  Joseph  Huber,  Andrew  Smith,  Henry  Rogers, 
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DRAWING  OF  A  PERSPECTIVE  VIEW  OF  LANCASTER,  DATED  1892 
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Maute's  Iron  Foundry  on  Holland  Avenue,  from  a  picture  taken  in  1913* 


Compliments  of 


Depew  Paving  Company,  Inc. 


GENERAL  CON T R A CT  O  RS 


4955  BROADWAY 

DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 
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Compliments  of 


Phone;  LANG  1472 


Read  Motor  Co.,  Inc. 


Twin  Village  Salvage  Co. 


AUTHORIZED  DEALER 


WE  BUY  PAPER  —  RAGS  —  METALS  AND 

SCRAP  IRON 

DEALERS  IN  WASTE  MATERIAL 


4153  BROADWAY 


DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 

WILLIAMSVILLE,  N.  Y,  ! 


WALTER  F.  BRAUN 
Mayor  of  Lancaster 


Compliment*  of 

A.  W.  PETERS 


CONGRATULATIONS  TO  THE 
VILLAGE  OF  LANCASTER 


DRUGGIST 


THILL’S  ICE  CREAM  BAR 


LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


West  Main  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 


Compliments  of 

EDWARD  M.  BANGASSER,  M.D. 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


Phone:  Lane.  604 

EDWARD  BOSS 

HARDWARE  and  ELECTRIC  SUPPLIES 
Gas  Refrigerators  —  Ail  Gas  Appliances 
Wallpaper  —  Paints  —  Window  Shades 

105  Main  Street  DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 
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SCOTT  AVIATION  CORPORATION 

Tiie  Scott  Aviation  Corporation,  although 
comparatively  new,  has  already  taken  its  place 
as  one  of  Lancaster’s  top-ranking  industries. 
Situated  at  207  Erie  Street,  its  modernly-design- 
ed  plant  has  factory  floor  space  of  25,000  square 
feet;  office,  engineering  and  service  space  of 
5,000  square  feet;  and  its  average  number  of 
employees  is  75. 

Its  officers  are  listed  as  follows:  Earle  M. 
Scott,  president  and  sales  manager;  Howard  A, 
Benzel,  vice  president  and  general  manager; 
Robert  D,  Pollock,  vice  president  and  treasurer 
and  Emery  C-  Prior,  secretary, 

Scott  Aviation  Corporation  was  founded  by 
Earle  M.  Scott  as  the  Universal  Alloy  Products 
Co.  in  1932;  was  incorporated  as  the  Uniloy  Ac- 
cessories  Corp.  in  1939  ;  and  as  the  Scott  Avia¬ 
tion  Corporation  in  1940. 

Before  the  war  the  major  production  was  for 
light  aircraft  only  and  consisted  of  tail  wheel 
assemblies,  brake  cylinders,  and  other  related 
items  and  accessories. 

Shortly  before  the  war  the  company  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  high- altitude  oxygen 
equipment  for  the  British  Air  Force.  After  1941 
it  engaged  in  the  design  and  manufacture  of 
portable  oxygen  breathing  equipment  for  the 
U.  S.  Army  Air  Forces  and  manufactured,  dur¬ 


ing  the  war,  several  hundred  thousand  pieces  of 
this  type  of  equipment;  all  of  its  own  original 
design.  Other  war  production  included  all  of 
the  tail  wheel  assemblies  for  the  Glider  Pro¬ 
gram  and  light  aircraft  accessories  of  many 
types  of  liaison  aircraft. 

The  principal  products  manufactured  be¬ 
tween  1946  and  today  are  accessories  and  sub- 
assemblies  for  light  aircraft,  and  aircraft  com 
trol  wheels.  It  supplies  most  of  the  Oxygen 
Breathing  Equipment  used  on  U*  S.  and  Foreign 
Airlines* 

For  the  civilian  market  the  company  design¬ 
ed,  developed  and  began  the  manufacture, 
shortly  after  the  war,  of  emergency  breathing 
equipment  for  fire  fighters  and  for  industry 
known  as  the  Scott  Air-Pak;  builds  this  equip¬ 
ment  in  high  volume  as  well  as  various  types 
of  Oxygen  Breathing  Equipment  for  Industry, 
Fire  Departments  and  the  Hospital  and  Medical 
trades. 

Its  products  are  distributed  by  several  hun¬ 
dred  Distributors  and  Dealers  throughout  the 
U.  S,  A.,  and  are  exported  throughout  the 
world. 

Recent  export  shipments  were  to  such  di¬ 
versified  users  as  an  Oil  Company  in  Saudi- 
Arabia  and  an  Airline  in  Sweden;  to  a  Cannery 
in  the  Fiji  Islands  and  to  a  steel  mill  in  Aus¬ 
tralia. 


I*- 


Compliments  of 

Depew  Quota  Club 


HAROLD  HUBER 
Superintendent  of  Public  Works 


ELMER  KINNEN 
Tax  Assessor 


SAVE  THIS  NUMBER  For  The 
Drawing.  A  Prize  Of  ''BETTER  N?  622 
FURNITURE”  from  ZOLTES 

Open  an  account  on  all  your  home  furnishings 
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Phone:  HU.  9441 


UNION  GARAGE,  Inc. 


CHRYSLER  -  PLYMOUTH 


Union  Road  near  William  Street 

BUFFALO  6,  NEW  YORK 


DANIEL  SUOZZI,  President 


MICHAEL  GARRY 
Village  Clerk 


JOSEPH  KLEE 
Village  Treasurer 


Phones:  LANC.  1858 


AM  her  st  3295 


AMERICAN  FENCE  COMPANY 


RUSTIC  RAIL  and  PICKET  FENCES 
Screens  —  Combination  Windows  —  Doors 
CABINETS  —  GENERAL  MILLWORK 


PALMER  PLACE 


LANCASTER.  N.  Y, 


60 


Modern  Methods -Modern  Equipment -Modern  Results 


Climaxing  100  years  of  progress  in  photography 

DON  JAY  STUDIOS,  INC. 

Albert  Sillato  Donald  J.  Messinger 

I  Aurora  Stv  Lancaster,  N.  Y*  Phone:  1464 


ROLAND  GARDINIER 
Trustee 


HOWARD  STORM 
Trustee 


NORMAN  HAUBER 
Trustee 


Compliments  of 


A  FRIEND 
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Phone  Lane  1231-W-2 

HOFFMAN’S  GUN  SHOP 

Custom  Gun  Work  —  Hunting  and  Fishing 
Equipment  —  Hunting  &  Fishing  License  Issued 

TOWN  LINE,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Lane.  815 

Compliments  of 

PAULY’S  CONFECTIONERY 

50  Main  Street  DEPEW,  N.  Y. 


SPOLKA,  Inc. 

CLOTHIERS 

1058  BROADWAY  BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


DELICIOUS  FISH  FRY 
EVERY  FRIDAY  and  SATURDAY 

TRZN ADEL’S  TAVERN 

WINE  —  BEER  —  LIQUOR 

4495  BROADWAY  DEPEW,  N.  Y. 

Phones  WO  4300  -  Garden  180 

Compliments  of 

Gardenville  Lumber  and  Supply  Co. 

Remember  our  Slogan — “Never  a  Dull  Moment7" 

3254  Clinton  Street  GARDENVILLE,  N«  Y. 

Mary  Anna  Rejowski  Phone  LANG  1008 

ALL  KINDS  OF  REPAIRING 

DEPEW  HARDWARE 

Plumbing  -  Heating  -  Tinning  -  Hardware 
Paints  -  Varnish  -  Glass 

38  Main  Street  DEPEW,  N.  Y. 


Phone  104 

REN’S  DEPARTMENT  STORE 

Men’s  -  Women's  and  Children’s  Wear 
DRY  GOODS  and  SHOES 

60  Main  Street  DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Alden  3001 

EDWARD  J.  WAGNER 

G.  L.  F.  SERVICE 

BLUE  COAL  and  SEMET  SOLVAY  COKE 
ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

Established  1848  Incorporated  1905 

THE  PEASE  OIL  CO. 

High  Grade  Automobile  Oils 
Premium  Petroleum  Oils  -  Gasoline  -  Fuel  Oil 

Range  Oil 

76  Young  Avenue  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


Phone  Lane.  493 

vomptiMCfitu  oj 

D  &  L  BAKERY 

(DEPEW  and  LANCASTER  BAKERY) 
FRESH  BAKED  GOODS  DAILY 
424  Penora  Street  DEPEW,  N,  Y. 

Phone  Lane.  991 

Compliments  of 

FRANKIE’S  INN 

15  Main  Street  DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 

Packard  Sales  and  Service 

GUS  BURST  MOTOR  SALES 

Good  Used  Cars  Day  and  Night  Service 

3119  Genesee  Street  CHEEKTOWAGA,  N.  Y. 


HP 


Compliments  of 


GROCERIES  -COLD  CUTS 


ICE  CREAM 


SOFT  DRINKS 


197  Central  Avenue 


LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


EDWIN  BRAUN 
Trustee 


LEO  BAUER 
Trustee 


LEE  BLACKMAN 
Trustee 


Congratulations 


to  the  village  on 


its  Centennial 


JOSEPH 


WARD  A,  Manager 
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DIRECT  FACTORY  DEALER 


HERMAN  O.  SCHMITT,  Prop. 


Phone  BAiley  3876  or  Lane,  1813-R 

COMPLIMENTS  OF 

Empire  Potato  Chip  Co 

MADE  FRESH  DAILY 

179  GRIDER  STREET 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 


Phone:  Lane.  30-R-12 


Milton  Wheat 


Plumbing  and  Heating  Contractor 


5431  BROADWAY 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 

Elm  a  Nurseries  Inc. 


NURSERY  STOCK  OF  ALL  KINDS 

CLINTON  ST.  and  TOWN  LINE  ROAD 

ELMA,  NEW  YORK 


Phone  WA.  5497 

LET  US  CHECK  YOUR  INSURANCE 
Before  You  Buy  or  Renew  Your  Insurance 


Cryer  Agency,  Inc. 

722  GENESEE  BUILDING 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


GARDEN  HEADQUARTERS 

Everything  to  make  gardening  a  pleasure 

LAWN  FURNITURE  —  UMBRELLAS  —  GRILLS 
—  BROILERS  —  ROASTERS  — 

GARDEN  TOOLS 
VISIT  LANCASTER  —  VISIT  US 

Farm  and  Garden  Store 


“JACK  CRYEB” 
President 


“JACK  CRYER,  Jr  ” 
Vice-President 


4895  BROADWAY 
DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 
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EAST  MAIN  STREET  —  1913 


Phone:  LAN C.  450 


Comoliments  of 


Rayburn  F.  Smith 


EXCAVATING  —  GRADING 


EQUIPMENT  RENTAL 


STREET  and  SEWER  WORK 


CIVIL  ENGINEER  and  CONTRACTOR 


127  OLMSTEAD 


DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 


65 


The  first  Lancaster-Buffalo  trolley,  which  began  its  local  run  in  October,  1893.  Shown  in 
the  open  window  at  the  right  is  Mrs,  Joseph  Scheicr,  Photo  was  taken  at  corner  of  Church 
Street  and  Broadway. 


The  building  which  is  now  the  home  of  the  Frank  C,  Rozler  Furniture 
Store  originally  housed  the  furniture  establishment  of  Fred  Seeger,  which 
enterprise  was  begun  in  the  spring  of  1869,  eighty  years  ago.  It  was  later 
operated,  also  as  a  furniture  store,  by  William  J.  Besser,  until  1943*  when  it 
was  purchased  by  its  present  owner. 

In  the  true  community  tradition  of  permanence  and  reliability,  Lan¬ 
caster's  oldest  furniture  store  proudly  salutes  the  village  on  this  memorable 
occasion  of  its  100th  birthday, 

cm  d  izStaff 
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The  Young  Men's  Sodality  of  St.  Mary's  Church  pictured  in  1909  at  their  annual  outing,  held 
at  the  Lancaster  Driving  Park,  which  is  now  the  Repka  property.  Shown  are;  front,  left  to  right — 
Lawrence  O'Neill,  Henry  Swartz,  Arthur  Anstett,  Louis  Ferrand,  Linus  Enser,  Steve  Jaeobowski, 
Carl  Adolf,  Raymond  Hastricb,  Dave  Schrader.  Second  row:  George  Mullaney*  Henry  Wahl,  John 
Mullaney,  Ed  Hoke,  Henry  Newhouse,  Joseph  Bach  (now  Rev.  Bach),  Roman  Nuwer  (now  Monsig¬ 
nor  Nuwer),  John  Goldbach,  Merle  Dickinson,  Frank  X.  Nuwer,  Jr.  Third  row:  John  Lambrix, 
Ed  Adolf,  Walter  Robinson,  Dab  Monnin,  Charles  Goldbach,  Frank  X,  Nuwer,  Sr.,  William  Hurley, 
Fred  Den  tinge  r,  Ray  Knauber,  Roger  McGraw.  Fourth  row:  Leo  Lambrix,  Edward  Ott  (now  Rev. 
Ott),  Charles  Thill,  Joseph  Meiler,  Joseph  Goldbach,  George  Emminger,  Joseph  Nichter,  Robert 
Adolf,  John  Wolf,  John  Hoke,  Charles  Keicher,  Frank  Staebell,  Henry  Staebell,  Henry  Stephan, 
Frank  Ball.  Top:  Ralph  Maute,  Charles  Newhouse,  Nick  Haungs,  unidentified,  George  Haungs,  Pete 
Haungs,  Richard  Voigt,  John  Geyer,  Ed  Ball,  Joseph  Sheffler,  Leo  E.  Huber,  Arthur  Seibert  and 
Simon  Kiehl, 


B  E  ST  WISHES 

—  and  — 

C O  N T I N U E D  PROSPERITY 
T O  LANCASTER 

H.  D.  Taylor  Co. 

Jjm  Stenzel 


Lancaster  Branch  Manager 

33  AURORA  STREET 


Phone:  Lane.  77 


FOR  A  THRILL 
Drive  A  New 

Olds  Rocket 


Ask  for  a  demonstration 


Parks  Motor  Sales 

OLDS  SALES  and  Service 


5201  Broadway 


The  Brews  of  Costlier  Malt,  Hops  and  Cereals 


mt  VUJIDAM  S4MON  ttEWEW  Of  I 


LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Darien  4904 

Compliments  of 

RAPP  BROS. 

FEED  —  GRAIN  and  PRODUCE 
DARIEN  CENTER,  NEW  YORK 


Phone  Lane.  516-J-l 

TED'S  SERVICE 

GENERAL  AUTO  REPAIRING 
THEO.  BIERIG,  Prop. 


DISTRIBUTED  BY 


Ransom  and  Broadway  LANCASTER,  N,  Y, 


FRED  R.  SCHOENING 


112  COURT  STREET 


LANCASTER,  N*  Y* 


Phone :  LANCASTER  222 


Phone:  Alden  4951 


Compliment  x  of 

JOSEPH  HY 

GAMES  and  CONCESSIONS  for 
PICNICS  and  FIELD  DAYS 


16  EXCHANGE  STREET 


ALDEN,  N.  Y. 
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Proud  to  be  a  part  of  this  progres¬ 
sive  community  on  its  100th 

birthday .... 


Open  Monday,  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday 
Evenings  to  9  P.  M. — Wednesday,  we  close  at 

12:30  P.  M. 


Phone  Alden  3261 

Alden  Hardware 

BOB  FERGUSSON,  Prop. 

General  Hardware  -  Appliances  - 
Water  Pumps  -  Heaters  -  Wallpaper 
Garden  Tools  -  Paints  -  Roofing 


A  Splendid  Store  To  Shop  In 


HOME  FURNISHINGS 

Occasional  Furniture  —  Baby  Furniture  — 
Lamps  —  Gifts  —  China  and  Glassware  —  Bed¬ 
ding  —  Sheets  and  Pillow  Cases  —  Bed  Spreads 
—  Blankets  —  Housewares 


Phone:  Lane.  1065 


LANCASTER,  N.  Y, 


Phone  HU.  5557  or  Lane*  718 


Berner’s  Flowers 


7285  BROADWAY 
ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

Home  of  the  Black  Water  Baths 


Lancaster,  N.  Y.  Post 


No.  7275 


Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 


for  All  Occasions 


Success  to  the 


Wedding  Bouquets  and  Funeral 
Designs  A  Specialty 


3795  Broadway 


LANCASTER  CENTENNIAL 


FIELD  DAY  and  PARADE 


CHEEKTOWAGA,  NEW  YORK 


AUGUST  27  and  28 
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GOULD  STORAGE  BATTERY  CORPORATION 

In  1899  the  Gould  Coupler  Company  of  Depew 
formed  a  battery  division  to  build  storage  bat¬ 
teries  to  operate  in  conjunction  with  railroad 
axle  generators  that  the  Coupler  Company  had 
just  introduced  on  the  market, 

These  batteries,  and  the  parts  of  the  bat¬ 
teries,  were  produced  in  various  parts  of  the 
Coupler  Company  buildings.  So  successful  were 
the  batteries,  and  so  successful  was  the  recep¬ 
tion  by  the  railroad  people,  that  in  1900  a  sep- 


ate  battery  plant  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Gould  Storage  Battery  plant.  The 
plant  was  added  in  1902  and  as  business  increas¬ 
ed  other  building  additions  were  made. 

The  original  batteries  produced  differed  con* 
siderably  from  the  batteries  familiar  to  most 
people  today.  Instead  of  having  a  grid  frame¬ 
work  into  which  was  pressed  active  material, 
these  early  batteries  were  made  of  solid  lead 
sheets.  In  the  course  of  years,  Gould  developed 
their  own  technique  for  improving  the  per¬ 
formance  of  these  lead  sheet  batteries.  Today, 
these  batteries  are  still  produced  at  the  Gould 
plant  in  Depew,  They  are  no  longer  used  for 
lighting  purposes,  but  are  used  in  power  sta¬ 
tions  by  public  utility  companies  as  emergency 
stand-by  units.  Their  great  dependability  and 
long  life  of  twenty  years  or  more  contribute 
much  to  the  efficiency  of  many  large  utility 
operations  in  this  country  today. 

The  present  type  of  battery — in  which  the 
power  producing  part  consists  of  a  grid  and  ac¬ 
tive  material  pressed  into  the  grid  — -  became 
popular  about  the  time  that  electric  automo¬ 
biles  came  into  use.  As  electric  automobiles 
were  replaced  by  gasoline  type  automobiles  the 
batteries  changed  from  power  units  to  starting 
units.  The  automobile  battery  is,  of  course, 
the  type  most  familiar  to  most  people  today. 

However,  the  automobile  battery  is  no  long¬ 
er  produced  at  Depew.  Today,  most  of  the 
batteries  produced  at  Depew  are  many  times 
larger  than  the  largest  automobile  batteries, 
and  used  to  power  fork  trucks  in  factories,  for 
telephone  systems,  for  public  utility  systems, 
for  mining  coal,  for  car  lighting  and  air  con¬ 
ditioning  systems  on  railroad  cars,  for  starting 
the  huge  diesel  locomotives  that  now  draw  Am¬ 


erica’s  trains  swiftly  across  the  country  —  in 
fact,  they  are  used  in  hundreds  of  places  unsus¬ 
pected  by  the  average  person. 

The  development  of  Gould  has  paralleled  very 
closely  with  the  development  and  use  of  the 
storage  battery  by  American  industry. 

In  1901,  at  the  Pan  American  Exposition, 
Gould  exhibited  the  largest  stationary  cell  in 
existence,  A  special  built  generator  kept  the 
cell  in  constant  operation  throughout  the  ex¬ 
hibit.  For  this  achievement  the  company  re¬ 
ceived  a  Silver  Medal. 

In  1904,  Gould  received  a  Gold  Medal  at  the 
St.  Louis  Exposition.  The  battery  exhibited  was 
put  in  operation  in  1905  at  the  University  of 
Illinois,  and  gave  over  40  years  of  service. 

During  World  War  I,  Gould  manufactured 
submarine  batteries  for  the  U.  S.  Navy.  Batter¬ 
ies  of  various  types  and  uses  were  furnished  to 
our  Allies, 

About  1925,  the  Symington  Company  of 
Rochester,  purchased  the  Gould  Coupler  Com¬ 
pany  and  its  battery  business.  And  in  1930,  the 
battery  business  was  sold  to  The  National  Bat¬ 
tery  Company  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

During  World  War  II,  Gould  became  actively 
engaged  in  war  production  work  and  received 
the  Navy  Award  with  several  stars  for  its 
work  on  submarine  batteries. 

Gould  has  grown  from  a  small  operation  to 
become  the  second  largest  industrial  battery 
company  in  the  country.  The  present  National 
Battery  Company  now  has  two  commercial  bat¬ 
tery  plants,  two  contained  plants,  and  13  auto¬ 
motive  battery  plants  located  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  The  battery  plant 
at  Depew,  founded  50  years  ago,  is  still  the 
Mother  Plant  of  that  industrial  battery  division 
of  the  National  Battery  Company.  It  is  an  out¬ 
standing  plant  of  its  kind  in  this  country,  and 
the  laboratory  there  is  the  only  modern  and 
complete  laboratory,  with  pilot  plant,  in  the 
battery  business.  It  represents  an  operation  of 
which  all  Lancaster  and  Depew  people  can  well 
be  proud. 


1  FOfO/V  MEMO# Ml 
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Join  Carson?s  New  Silver  Club 

PAY  AS  LITTLE  AS  $L00  A  WEEK.  CHOOSE 
FROM  OVER  50  FAMOUS  PATTERNS  OF 
STERLING  OR  PLATED  SILVER.  ALL  LEAD¬ 
ING  BRANDS. 


CARSON'S 


LANCASTER’S  LEADING  JEWELERS 

32  West  Main  Street 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


Compl  i merits  of 


DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 


I  :!ione  Lane.  4 

Compliments  of 

GREGORY’S 

18  West  Main  Street 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


It  PAYS  To  Get  A 

PROFESSIONAL  JOB 


EXPERT  CLEANING,  DYEING,  DEMOTHING, 
BINDING,  SERGING,  SIZING,  REFRINGEING, 

ETC. 


Free  Estimates — Call  Today 

56  Lakeside  Crescent 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 
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CENTENNIAL  ODE 

O  village  fair! 

That  turns  a  smiling  face  toward  kindly  skies, 
Then  lifts  its  gaze  to  higher  plane, 

Wherein  the  future  lies, 

Bedecken  now  is  festal  robe, 

With  garlands  strewn  the  way, 

Stretch  out  thine  hand  in  welcome; 

Meet  the  old,  the  new,  the  gay. 

A  beauteous  place, 

Where  pleasant  homes  its  habitants  enshrine, 
And  gleaming,  graceful  spires  stretch 
Supplicating  hands  divine, 

Here  stately  maples,  majestic  elms 
Give  shade  from  Phoebus1  ray, 

The  while  the  tamed  Cayuga  wends 
Its  peaceful,  merry  way. 

No  modicum,  this. 

But  village  worth  the  praise  that  lips  extend, 
And  steeped  in  native  lore  its  life-line 
Throbs  with  change  no  end: 

From  dawn  of  Indian  days,  the  westward 
surge,  and  hunter's  call, 

To  famous  sons  and  factories,  foreign 
tongues,  yet  one  from  all. 

Now  come  of  age, 

Mature,  since  born  ten  tens  of  years  ago. 
May  prosp’rous  times  pursue  thee  still, 

Allow  thee  yet  to  grow; 

May  faith  and  labor’s  sweat  and  hope 
And  love  maintain  their  sway 
That  fair  Lancaster  touch  the  soul 
And  hold  the  heart  alway* 

Written  by  Mario  K,  Schermerhorn,  June  2- 
13,  1949,  and  dedicated  to  the  Tillage  of  Lancas¬ 
ter  on  the  occasion  of  the  centennial  observance 
of  its  incorporation,  July  17-23,  1949, 


TO  UK  OWN  HOME  TOWN 

Just  what  do  you  think  of  your  own  home  town. 
Do  you  give  it  a  boost,  or  run  it  down, 

Or  are  you  the  one  who  sits  on  the  fence, 

And  says  not  a  word  either  for  or  against. 

If  you  want  advice  as  to  what  is  right. 

I’ll  tell  you  to  boost  with  all  of  your  might* 
Have  all  of  the  people  looking  your  way, 

And  above  all  things  believe  what  you  say* 

When  folks  start  knocking,  you  stand  up  and 
fight. 

Show  everybody  your  town  is  all  right. 

Just  be  like  the  rooster — loud  on  the  crow, 
And  broadcast  the  news  wherever  you  go. 

Show  all  your  neighbors  just  how  it  is  done. 
And  give  them  a  chance  to  join  in  the  fun. 

That  is  the  way  to  bring  fame  and  renown. 

To  the  best  spot  on  earth,  “YOUR  OWN  HOME 
TOWN". 

—Guy  E.  Bradley 


THINKING  BACK  HOME 

The  mind  flits  back  through  the  passing  years 
To  the  scenes  of  the  long  ago, 

Some  brought  us  joy  and  others  tears 
In  the  days  that  we  used  to  know. 

Some  times  were  good  and  others  bad 
As  we  followed  the  axe  and  the  plow, 

For  living  depended  on  seasons  we  had 
To  feed  ourselves,  pig  and  cow* 

The  clothing  we  wore  was  indeed  home  made 
From  the  yarn  we  spun  from  the  wool, 

Or  the  cotton  tilled  with  the  hoe  or  the  spade, 
Then  picked  when  the  blossoms  were  full. 

Our  houses  were  heated  with  wood  from  the 
groves 

And  lighted  with  candles  or  lamps, 

The  water  and  irons  were  heated  on  stoves, 
Extremes  brought  rheumatics  and  cramps. 

In  time  we  erected  a  school  in  the  town, 

Then  appointed  a  spinster  to  teach, 

And  shortly  the  church  in  the  cottage  had 
grown 

Till  we  asked  that  a  minister  preach* 

Lured  to  the  husking  bee,  full  of  romance, 
Searching  to  find  a  red  ear, 

Finding  and  naming  it,  then  with  a  glance 
At  the  lovers,  there  followed  a  cheer. 

Out  came  the  pumpkin  pies  deep  as  the  tin, 
Pitchers  of  sweet  cider  too, 

Dancing  with  hoop  skirts  till  huskers  begin 
The  trek  to  their  household  anew. 

Sleigh-rides,  barn-raisings,  maple  sap  camp, 
Followed  as  day  does  the  night, 

The  muff,  the  tippet  and  poke  bonnet,  stamp 
Each  party  a  place  of  delight* 

Then  when  the  Singing  School  captured  the 
town, 

Picked  of  our  talent  the  best, 

Dames  of  importance  and  men  of  renown 
Vied  in  a  vocalist  test. 

There  was  the  candy-pull,  quilting  bee  too, 
And  the  old  Box  Social  night, 

When  a  boy  bid  high  on  the  box  marked  U, 

To  eat  with  his  souFs  delight* 

Sometimes  he  won,  sometimes  almost, 

Though  he  paid  an  exorbitant  price. 

For  a  rival  of  his,  who  defied  the  cost, 

Had  secured  the  proper  advice* 

What  made  the  town  that  we  love  to  acclaim? 
Not  buildings  or  offices  new, 

Nor  industries  able  to  broadcast  their  fame, 
But  PEOPLE  with  hearts  good  and  true. 

—Melvin  J*  Hill 
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Phone  TR.  4731 

Fox  Equipment,  Inc. 

Marmon -Herring-ton  Trucks 
Friend  Sprayers 
Street  Sweepers  and  FI  ushers 

-  Engines  — 

Wisconsin,  Continental,  LeRoi, 
Novo,  Clinton,  Lauson 
Roebling-  Power  Mowers 

242  HOPKINS  STREET 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


Phone  Lane.  1596 

Compliment*  of 

ROGACKI'S  TAVERN 

BEER  —  WINE  —  LIQUOR 
Burlington  Avenue  DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 


Compliments  of 

KIDDER'S  BAKERY 

All  Kinds  of  Baked  Goods 
Birthday  and  Wedding  Cakes  a  Specialty 

School  Street  LANCASTER,  N,  Y. 


Phone  591 

Com-pJ intent  it  of 

DEPEW  COAL  COMPANY 

We  Specialize  in  Stoker  Coal 
"D  &  H"  Coal  Coke 

360  Gould  Avenue  DEPEW,  N,  Y, 


Phone:  Fane.  849 

Benson’s  Market 

GROCERIES  —  MEATS 
and  VEGETABLES 

We  Deliver 

226  Central  Avenue 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Phone:  Lane.  593 

Central  Restaurant 

BEER  —  WINE  —  LIQUOR 

Fish  Frys,  Friday  and  Saturday 
^  BILL  JAROSZ,  Prop. 

110  Central  Avenue 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Fane.  1 1 44 

Oheektowaga  Packing 

Company 

WHOLESALE 

Beef,  Lamb  and  Veal 

4447  Broadway 

DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 
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Phone  Lane.  36-J-4 

WEISBECK  BROS. 

CITIES  SERVICE  STATION 
Auto  Lite  Battery  and  Ignition  Service 

6678  Broadway  ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 


Phone  Lane.  23-R-2 

Compliment  &  of 

Allie’s  Lunch  and  Dinette 

CHARCOAL  HOTS 

Broadway — y2  mile  west  of  Town  Line 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


Phone  967 

Compliments  of 

Raccari  Meats  and  Vegetables 

Choice  GROCERIES,  MEATS  and  HOME 

BAKERY 

149  Laverack  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Phone:  LANC,  561-J 

Compliments  of 

Foltarz  Radio  &  Television  Shop 

SALES  and  SERVICE 

479  Penora  Street  DEPEW,  N.  Y. 

Compliments  of 

CAYUGA  TEXACO  SERVICE 

GAS  —  OILS  —  LUBRICANTS  —  ACCESSORIES 
4685  Broadway  DEPEW,  N.  Y. 


Compliments  of 

CARMEN’S  BARBER  SHOP 

"It  Always  Pays  To  Look  Well" 

108  Main  Street  DEPEW,  N.  Y. 

Phone  Lane.  157-R  or  99-R 

Compliments  of 

STEVEN’S  STUDIO 

OF  PHOTOGRAPHY 

WEDDINGS  —  PORTRAITS  —  COMMERCIAL 
63  Main  Street  DEPEW,  N.  Y. 

Compliments  of 

Mike  Czarnecki  Barber  Shop 

516  Penora  Street  DEPEW,  N.  Y, 


Broadway  Transit  Motors 

DeSOTO  —  PLYMOUTH 
Sales  and  Service 

Joseph  C.  Ploszczyca  Louis  J.  Jakubowski 

Broadway  at  Transit  Rd*  DEPEW,  N,  Y, 

Phone  Lane,  981 

Compliments  of 

EastmanJs  Kendall  Service  Station 

Broadway  and  Aurora  LANCASTER,  N.  Y+ 


Phone  Lane.  1372- W, 


Compliments  of 


URSCHEL’S  FOOD  SHOP 

Individual  Home  Made  Pies  Our  Specialty 

4522  BOADWAY 


To  Our  Good  Neighbors  of  Lancaster 
Our  Salutations. 

DEPEW  HERALD  &  CHEEKTOWAGA  NEWS 

Depew's  53 -year- old  Newspaper  and  Printing 

Establishment. 
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Compliments  of 

Best  Wishes  for  a  successful 

LAYER  TRUCKING 

Centennial  Celebration 

★ 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Edward  J.  DeVille 

Compliments  of 

The  Vendome  Garage 

LOANS 

Lancaster  Small  Loan  Corp. 

A  convenient  place  to  park  when 

in  Buffalo. 

WILLIAM  F.  PHILLIPS 

Executive  Vice  President 

Broadway  and  Ellicott 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 

26  Central  Avenue 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 
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3060  Bailey  Avenue 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK. 


FRANK  A.  URSITTI,  Pres. 


H.  A.  Bloeser  Co. 

■ 

ROAD  MAINTENANCE 

and 

CONTRACTOR’S  EQUIPMENT 

■ 

Office  and  Warehouse 

59  Chicago  Street 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


Compliments  of 

Washington  Fillmore 
Foundry,  Inc. 

Manufacturers  of  Gray  Iron  and 

m * 

Semi-Steel 

153  Fillmore  Avenue 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


Congratulations  Lancaster 

Be  Sure  to  See 

Clifford  E.  Hentzy 

GENERAL  INSURANCE 

34  CAMBRIA  ST.  Phone  1164-R 

Before  Buying  Any  Kind  of 

Insurance. 

Fire  -  Automobile  -Extended  Cover¬ 
age  -  Plate  Glass  -  Comprehensive 
Personal  Liability  -  Public  Liability 
and  Workman’s  Compensation 

Insurance. 

Easy  Terms  Can  Be  Arranged 

“INSURANCE  WITH 
ASSURANCE” 
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Compliments  of 

Fitzgerald’s 

Restaurant 

Phone  MA  1600 

We  salute  Lancaster  on  its  100th 

Anniversary 

Buffalo  Transit  Co. 

CHARTER  BUSES  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

Courteous  Drivers  and  Comfortable  Buses 

200  BROADWAY 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 

Compliment#  of 

Best  Wishes 

Louis  F.  Braun 

Choice  Wines  and  Liquor 

Art  Leupold 

30  West  Main  Street 

LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

FOR  THE  EADIES  .  .  . 

“A  NEW  PLACE  TO  EAT  IN  AN  OLD  TOWN” 

WEST  MAIN  STREET  RESTAURANT 

OPEN  24  HOURS  DAILY 

HOME  COOKED  DINNERS 

HOT  and  COLD  SANDWICHES 

27  Central  Avenue 

47  West  Main  Street 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 
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Lancaster  Steel  Products 

Phone  WA,  0700 

American  Household  Storage  Co. 

Manufacturers  and  Distributors  of 

SEPTIC  and  STORAGE  TANKS 

STORAGE  and  CARTING 

Agent  ALLIED  VAN  LINES,  INC. 

Light  and  Heavy  Metal  Products 

305  Niagara  Street 

Specification  Metal  Work 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

THREE  GENERATIONS  OF  WILKES 

MANAGEMENT 

Compliments  of 

Phone  Lane.  237 

Compliment*  of 

Seeger  &  Scherer 

Wm.  F.  Dougherty 

“BLUE  COAL" 

SEMET-SOLVAY  COKE 

and 

BITUMINOUS  COAL 

LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Transit  Road 

DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 

Best  Wishes  From 

Compliments  of 

Liberty  Diner 

Lancaster  Town  Officials 

5364  Transit  Road  and  Broadway 

DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 
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Phone:  LANC.  1015 


Phone:  LANC.  1931 


Shop  and  Save  At 

LANDY’S 

SUPER  AUTO  SUPPLY 

Everything  for  the  Automobile  and  Sportsman 

LANCASTER’S  LARGEST  DISTRIBUTOR  OF 

TOYS 

28  WEST  MAIN  STREET 


LANCASTER  DEVELOPMENT,  Inc. 

GENERAL  CONTRACTORS 

89  BRANDEL  AVENUE 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


Phone:  1454  R.  L.  FARGO,  Mgr. 

APPLIANCES  FURNITURE 


Compliment i  of 


WITKOP’S 


Dutch’s  Dairy 


44  CENTRAL  AVENUE 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


Compliments  of 


Phone  749 


LANCASTER  LIQUOR  STORE 


Nuwer  and  Hentcy 


AUGUST  J.  GALASSO,  Owner 


GROCERIES  and  MEATS 


32  CENTRAL  AVENUE 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


38  CENTRAL  AVENUE 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 
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Phone :  TA.  0424 


Phone:  ALDEN  3005 


Edward 


USED  CARS  AND  MOTORCYCLES 
TOWING  —  REPAIRING  —  PARTS 


MANY  HAPPY  RETURNS 
TO  LANCASTER  ON  ITS 
100th  BIRTHDAY 

from 


Connies  Tavern 


2977  BROADWAY 
CHEEKTOWAGA,  NEW  YORK 


SANDRIDGE  ROAD 
ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 


Phone:  HU.  6821 


Phone:  LANC.  544 


Compliments  oj 

William  Marten's 

USED  AUTO  PARTS 


Otto  Hollnberger 

LINOLEUM  SALES  and  SERVICE 


157  COMO  BOULEVARD 
CHEEKTOWAGA,  NEW  YORK 


13  WEST  MAIN  STREET 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


Compliments  of 

Fork’s  Hotel 

MRS.  T.  DURINGER,  Prop. 

BROADWAY  and  UNION  ROAD 
CHEEKTOWAGA,  NEW  YORK 


80 


Compliments  of 


Molinaro  Service 


AND 


Blue  Sun  Diner 


24  HOUR  SERVICE 


BROADWAY 


LANCASTER 


Phone:  LANC  1213-J 


Ted  Miller’s  Market 


35  WEST  MAIN  STREET 


Phone  LANC.  12Q2-W 


Lyon’s  Market 

MEATS  —  GROCERIES  —  PRODUCE 

Store  hours:  3  to  10  —  Seven  days  a  week. 


SELF  SERVICE  —  LARGE  PARKING  LOT 


Corner  Como  Park  and  Aurora  Street 


LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


Compliments  of 


Schneider’s  Dairy 


LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


JEWELERS 


v  r  it 


OPTICIANS 


22  W.  MAIN  ST.TK  LANCASTER  N.Y 


Phone  Lane.  616 


Bescti  &  Nuwer  Hardware  Co 


INCORPORATED 


PLUMBING 


HEATING 


ELECTRICAL  APPLIANCES 


42  44  WEST  MAIN  STREET 


LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 
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Compliments  of 

KINGSTON'S  HOTEL 

“Truman  Square” 

TOWN  LINE,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Lane*  262-R-2 

w.  A.  COYLE 

Water  Softener  and  Iron  Removal  Systems 

6578  Broadway  ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Lane,  23-M-l  HOME  MADE  PIES 

Compliments  of 

TOWER'S  LUNCH 

LUNCHES 

Full  Course  DinnerS“ll:3Q  A.  Mt  to  9:00  P*  M. 

6510  Broadway  TOWN  LINE,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Lane.  996 

Compliment#  of 

DEPEW  AUTO  PARTS 

OPEN  EVENINGS  UNTIL  9 
Transit  and  Terrace  DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Alden  3921 

TEXACO  SERVICE  STATION 

TOURIST  CABINS 

FRED  BROSMAN,  Prop* 

Route  20  at  County  Line  Road 
DARIEN  CENTER,  N.  Y* 

Phone  Lane.  424 

LEO  J.  BAUER 

GENERAL  INSURANCE  AND  BONDS 

2000  Como  Park  Boulevard 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


Compliments  of 

FRIENDLY  RESTAURANT 

GAY  SAMOK,  Prop. 

BEER  —  WINE  —  LIQUOR 
Chicken  Dinners  —  Fish  Dinners  Weekends 

NEW  LOCATION: 

Transit  and  Terrace  DEPEW,  N.  Y. 

Phone  Lane.  406 

Vompliments  of 

COOPER’S  MARKET 

4849  Broadway  DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Lane.  790 

Compliments  of 

CHASE  ATLANTIC  SERVICE 

BROADWAY  and  TRANSIT  ROAD 
DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 


Phone  Lane.  913-R 

HARRY’S 

FRESH  MADE  ICE  CREAM 
HOME  MADE  CANDIES 

4875  Broadway  DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Lane*  994 

For  the  Best  in  Television,  Come  and  See  Your 

Favorite  Program  at 

TWIN’S  TAVERN 

FISH  FRY,  FRIDAY  and  SATURDAY 
Penora  and  Broadway  DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 

_ ^ _ - _  n  -—iw  i  ■-* 

BUFFALO  SAND  CO.,  INC. 

Pavement  Rd.  &  D.L.&W.RR.  LANCASTER 

Office:  Wa.  6205  —  Pit  Phone  Lane.  60 

Sand  Produced  to  Meet  Special  Specifications 

Producers  of  Asphalt  Sand,  Concrete  Sand,  Fil¬ 
ter  Sand,  Mason  Sand,  Moulding  Sand,  Plaster 
Sand  and  Washed  and  Screened  Sand  &  Gravel 
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Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

SUPERVISOR 

Robert  J.  Dobbins 

Stanley  J.  Keysa 

Compliment a  of 

Phone  550 

J.  N.  Maute  Co. 

Thill- Demerly  Agency 

HARDWARE  —  PAINTS  —  GLASS 

PLUMBING  MATERIALS 

INSURANCE  and  REAL  ESTATE  —  BONDS 

45  CENTRAL  AVENUE 

5329  BROADWAY 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  LANC  609-J 

Bernacki  Bros. 

Compliments  of 

MEATS  and  SAUSAGE 

Paul  F.  Klaasesz 

476  COLUMBIA  AVENUE 

DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 
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Best  Wishes  from 

Compliments  of 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Martin  Tyrrell 

Dr.  Charles  G.  Irish 

Phone  865 

Compliment#  of 

Compliments  of 

Harry  P.  Kirst 

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

Jerome  H.  Raynor 

2143  COMO  PARK  BLVD. 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

- - — . — . - — - — - — —  — — 

Compliftients  of 

Compliments  of 

Dr.  Alvin  V.  Kwak 

Dr.  W.  H.  Merrilees 
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Phone  Lane,  798 

Phone  WO  2863 

Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

SUGAR  BOWL 

Hurwitz  Bros.  Iron  &  Metal  Co. 

1  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

267  Marilla  Street  BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Lane,  389-M 

Phone  MO  4800 

Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

LANCASTER  DAIRY 

Buffalo  Kay  Chemical  Co.,  Inc. 

11  Scott  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

215  Ellicott  Street  Buffalo  3,  New  York 

Phone  Lane,  983 

Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

STANLEY’S  HOTEL 

Cable  Guide  Rail  Const.  Co. 

218  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N,  Y. 

DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  1026 

Phone  165 

HENRY  PETERSON 

ICE  and  COAL 

Lake  Shore  Materials  Corp. 

2046  Como  Park  Boulevard 

201  ST.  MARY'S  STREET 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Lane,  223 

Phones  Lane.  477;  Res.  1173 

J.  C.  WEIL  CO.,  Inc. 

Lancaster  Collision  Service 

Established  1891 

AUTO  PAINTING  —  REPAIRING 

LUMBER  AND  MILLWORK 

TOWING 

North  Aurora  Street  and  Erie  Railroad 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

AURELIUS  CHAVES,  Prop. 

70  St.  Mary's  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

For  a  taste  treat  while  in  Lancaster,  visit 

Phone  860 

MANTI’S  RESTAURANT 

Compliments  of 

210  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

William  Kihl  Barber  Shop 

We  serve  real  Italian  spaghetti  and  meatballs 
at  all  times. — thicken  and  Steak  dinners. 
Choice  bottled  beer.  Open  8  A,  M.  to  midnight 

29  Aurora  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 
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RALPH  J.  MAY  KEN  ROBERTS 

Compliments  of 

MAY’S  BARBER  SHOP 

BELLAS  RESTAURANT 

SO  Central  Avenue 

5433  Broadway 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

BEST  WISHES  OF 

Phone  Lane,  698 

LANCASTER  HOME  BAKERY 

HAROLD  J.  DAVIS 

GROCERIES  and  MEATS 

85  Central  Avenue 

BEVERAGES 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

71  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Compliments  of 

Phone  Lane.  22 

MARTY’S  BARBER  SHOP 

Compliments  of 

20  West  Main  Street 

VERNA’S  BEAUTY  SERVICE 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK  ! 

9  West  Main  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Compliments  of 

Compliment  8  of 

Tony  Knauber  Barber  Shop 

TOWNE  SHOPPE 

40  West  Main  Street 

INFANT'S  CHILDREN'S  and  LADIES' 

APPAREL 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

34-36  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Phone  Akron  673 

Phone  Lane,  792 

Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

Adrian  E.  Ross  Funeral  Home 

SUBURBAN  LAUNDRETTE 

AKRON,  NEW  YORK 

150  Central  Avenue 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Compliments  of 

Phone  Lane  314 

STETZEL’S  FLORAL  SHOP 

Lancaster  Stove  &  Appliance  Co, 

STOVE  SPECIALISTS 

23  West  Main  Street 

EVERYTHING  IN  APPLIANCES 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

128-130  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N,  Y, 
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Compliments  of 

Phone  Lane.  1217-R 

COMO  SNACK  BAR 

Sodas  —  Sundaes  —  Milkshakes 

Try  Our  CHARCOAL  BROILED  HOT  DOGS 
{Curb  Service  on  Sundays) 

Compliment#  of 

PAUTLER’S  GARAGE 

Lake  Avenue  and  Como  Park  Boulevard 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

5294  Broadway  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Phone  Lane,  1204-W 

Compliments  of 

THE  COTTAGE 

ROUTE  20  RESTAURANT 

LANCASTER  RESTAURANT  &  SODA  BAR 

FOOD  AT  ITS  BEST  ALL  THE  TIME 

FRANK  BISKEY,  Prop. 

9  Scott  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

5191  Broadway  LANCASTER,  N*  Y* 

Modern  Cabins  Home  Cooking 

ALDEN  DINER 

Phone  502-J 

ACCOMMODATIONS  FOR  54  PEOPLE 

WEST  MAIN  FRUIT  MARKET 

‘■The  DINER  That  Is  Different" 

If  Grown,  We  Have  It 

H.  A.  WEBER  PLENTY  OF  PARKING  SPACE 

FRESH  FRUITS  —  VEGETABLES 

7405  Broadway  ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

31  West  Main  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Compliments  of 

Phone  Lane,  908 

A.  J.  Roberts’  Barber  Shop 

Compliments  of 

THE  ELLICOTT  GRILL 

ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

ELLICOTT  and  CENTRAL  AVENUE 

Phone  ALDEN  4261 

Compliments  of 

A.  J.  KADER 

Furnace  —  Sheet  Metal  Work  —  Ventilating 

H.  W.  STUTZMAN,  GROCER 

AIR  CONDITIONING 

7298  Broadway  ALDEN,  N.  Y. 

6  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N.  Y- 

Compliments  of 

Phone  749 

WILLIAM  A.  GOLUS,  Pod.  G. 

NUWER  and  HENTCY 

GROCERIES  and  MEATS 

CHIROPODIST 

38  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N,  Y. 
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Phone  89 

Compliment  a  of 

MILLER’S  MEATS 

77  Aurora  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Compliment  £  of 

HART’S  GRILL 

Fine  Food  —  The  Best  in  Wines  and  Liquor 

99  Aurora  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Phone  170 

Compliments  of 

JOS.  P.  GOLDBACH 

STUDEBAKER  SALES  and  SERVICE 

5324-26  Broadway  LANCASTER,  N,  Y* 

Compliments  of 

JAMES  DELICATESSEN 

85  Aurora  Street 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Phones:  Lane.  128  or  167 

WENDEL  &  LOECHER,  Inc. 

FUNERAL  DIRECTORS 

21  Aurora  Street  LANCASTER,  N,  Y> 

Compliments  of 

DR.  H.  R.  MOOK 

VETERINARIAN 

188  AURORA  STREET  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Phone  Alden  4621  MEALS  AT  ALL  HOURS 

PARK  RESTAURANT 

Darrell  and  Alma  Vroom,  Props. 

BREAKFAST  SERVED 

7262  Broadway  ALDEN,  N.  Y. 

Phone:  Lane,  180 

Compliment#  of 

George  &  Happy’s  Barber  Shop 

Cor.  SCHOOL  and  BROADWAY 

Phone  882 

F.  J.  LUKE  DELICATESSEN 

MEATS  —  BEER 

5314  Broadway  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

:  Phone:  Lane.  1296-M 

MRS.  LEWIS  LANGDON 

PLAIN  and  FANCY  HEMSTITCHING 

Buttonholing  and  Crocheting  of  all  kinds 

11  Aurora  Street  LANCASTER,  N,  Y. 

Phone  Lane.  885  WE  DELIVER 

HUB  -  HAMMER  DELIVERY 

120  Aurora  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Phone:  Lane*  634 

PHILIP  P.  MOOK’S  SONS 

LANCASTER  MILL 

Dealer  in  FLOUR  —  MEAL  —  FEED,  etc. 

Aurora  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 
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Phone  955  or  474-M 

Johnny’s  Special  1949  Taxi  Service 

Compliments  of 

ANY  TIME  ANY  PLACE  ANY  WHERE 

Four  Years  of  Safe  and  Courteous  Service  to 

Thousands  of  People, 

DR.  JOS.  G.  FERNBACH 

Phone  635 

HUDSON  &  HUDSON 

HARRY  N.  DAGGETT 

ARCHITECTS 

INSURANCE  EXCLUSIVELY 

Rand  Building 

22  Lombardy  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 

Compliments  of 

Phone  HU  7811 

Compliment, ft  of 

DR.  JOHN  J.  NOWAK 

Ernest  Wedekindt  Funeral  Home 

HOWARD  B.  WEDEKINDT 

5  Walden  Avenue  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

Best  Wishes  for 

Phone  HU  9292  Hours  by  Appointment 

JOHN  V.  SWIERAT,  M.D. 

ANOTHER  HUNDRED 

NEUROLOGY  and  MENTAL  HYGIENE 

DR.  HOWARD  W.  WALTERS 

1129  Broadway  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

887  Terrace  Blvd,,  Depew,  N.  Y.,  Phone  Lane.  194 

Compliments  of 

C om  pi  im  en  M  of 

HAROLD  P.  KELLY 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  L.  Newbury 

DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Lancaster  493 

Phone  WA.  9918 

Compliment  a  of 

PINTO  TRUCKING 

D.  &  L.  BAKERY 

DOZER  -  HIGHLIFT  COMBINATION 

424  Penora  Street  DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 

47  Virginia  Street  BUFFALO,  N,  Y, 
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Phone  Lane,  55 

Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

DR.  E.  M.  GERMAIN,  D.D.S. 

E.  M.  MAUTE 

CHIROPRACTOR 

16  Suf field  DEFEW,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  920  Factory  Trained  Personnel 

SWEITZER’S 

Compliments  of 

Mercury  Motors  —  Marine  Supplies  —  Scott- At¬ 
water  Motors  —  Motor  Rentals 

BOATS:  Penn  Yan  —  Shell  Lake  —  Fleet  Craft 

R.  G.  HUMMELL,  D.D.S. 

58  Lakeside  Crescent  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

DR.  G.  G.  DeFRIES,  D.D.S. 

HARRY  A.  KULOWSKI 

Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

CLARENCE  E.  GRAY 

DR.  FLOYD  R.  ROBERTS,  D.D.S. 

POLICE  JUSTICE 

Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  George  Goldfarb  &  Son 

DR.  JOHN  L.  ROBERTS 

Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

HENRY  J.  CZYSZ 

DR.  H.  R,  REN 

t 
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Compliments  of 

CHAIN  CUT  RATE 

14  West  Main  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Compliments  of 

NOSBISCH  DELICATESSEN 

West  Main  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Phone  Lancaster  1456 

NU-WAY  CLEANERS 

We  own  and  operate  our  own  plant. 

FOR  QUALITY  and  SPEEDY  SERVICE 

G.  G  MURPHY  CO. 

5  and  10^  STORE 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Phone:  Lane.  1181 

GORDON’S 

QUALITY  WALLPAPER  AND  PAINT  FOR  THE 

“HOME  BEAUTIFUL’* 

41  WEST  MAIN  STREET 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  1087  RALPH  EZZO 

Compliment*  of 

EZZO  TRUCKING  SERVICE 

TRUCKING 

11  Embry  Place  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 


SPERER'S  SUPPLY  CO. 

PLUMBING  and  HEATING  AT  PRICES  YOU 

CAN  AFFORD 

5087  Broadway  DEPEW,  N.  Y. 

Compliments  of 

BRAUN’S  DRY  GOODS 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Compliments  of 

DE  LACY  MOTORS,  INC 

Broadway  LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  1300 

TWIN  VILLAGE  TAXI 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Compliments  of 

Bolender’s  F riendly  Service 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

LANCASTER  SHOE  STORE 

F.  PANZICA,  Prop. 

Shoes  for  the  Entire  Family. 

First  Class  Shoe  Repairing 

15  West  Main  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 
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Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

ARTHUR  BALL 

CATTLE  DEALER 

CHARLES  J.  KOESTLER 

Main  Road  CLARENCE,  N.  Y* 

Phone:  Lane*  248-W 

BEAUTIFUL  HAND-WOVEN  RUGS 

EDWIN  C.  PEARLES 

WHOLESALE  DISTRIBUTORS 

HANDIWORK  GIFT  SHOPPE 

OR 

Cigars  -  Cigarettes  -  Tobacco  -  Candies 

Playing  Cards 

ROLLER’S  RUG  WEAVERS 

58  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N.  I. 

34  West  Main  Street  Lancaster,  N*  Y, 

LANCASTER  BOOTERY 

Telephone  Lane  626 -J 

John  C.  Roberts  shoes  for  men 

BOLLER’S  BEAUTY  SALON 

Grace  Walker  ladies'  shoes 

Red  Goose  Shoes  for  children 

SPECIALIZING  IN  PERMANENT  WAVING 

17  West  Main  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

5  Aurora  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

FRANK  ZGODA 

KIDDER’S  BAKERY 

BEER  —  WINE  —  LIQUOR 

SPECIALISTS  IN  PINE  PASTRIES 

8  St.  James  Street  DEPEW,  N.  Y. 

23  SCHOOL  STREET 

Compliments  of 

fl BETTER  SHOES  FOR  LESS" 

FRANK  WISINSKI 

Endicott  Johnson  Shoe  Store 

323  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N.  X. 

3  West  Main  Street  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Telephone  Connection  LANC  175G-M-1 

Compliments  of 

HARDY  M.  GREIS 

BASHER  SERVICE  STATION 

Flour  —  Feed  —  Grain  —  Seeds 

Farm  and  Poultry  Supplies 

FOR  TOP  QUALITY  AUTO  SUPPLIES 

LANCASTER  (BLOSSOM),  N.  Y. 

5870  Broadway  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 
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Phone  Akron  543 

BEN  DeYOUNG 

INTERNATIONAL  HARVESTER  FARM 
MACHINERY  AND  SERVICE 

AKRON,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  AKRON  666 

Compliments  of 

Akron  Service  Garage,  Inc. 

Pontiac  Sales  and  Service  —  Parts 
Allis- Chalmers  Machinery 

AKRON,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  AKRON  708 

Compliment#  of 

AKRON  CANDY  KITCHEN 

SODAS  —  SUNDAES  and  FANCY  DISHES 

23  MAIN  STREET 

Phone  1516 

ATOMIC  PHOTO  SUPPLY 

Authorized  Kodak  Dealer 

Cameras  and  Photo  Supplies 

42  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Compliment h  of 

EDWARDS  GRILL 

Corner  of  Genesee  and  Newstead 
ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Lancaster  1034 

1912  1949 

RATZEL  SERVICE 

Gasoline,  Oils  and  Fuel  Oils 


JACK  &  JILL  GIFT  SHOP 

GIFTS  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

5455  Broadway  LANCASTER,  N.  Y, 

Phone  Lane.  1536 

Modern  Manufacturing  Company 

Job  and  Portable  Welding  —  Shop  Maintenance 

Sheet,  Metal  Fabrication 

Palmer  Place  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Phone  Office  145;  Res.  664-M 

Twin  Village  Lumber  &  Coal  Co. 

Builders’  Supplies,  Mill  Work,  Lumber,  Coal, 

Hardware,  Paints 

Owned  and  Operated  by  CARL  SMITH 
“QUALITY  AND  SERVICE” 

LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 


MANN’S  DELICATESSEN 

QUALITY  GROCERIES  and  LUNCH  MEATS 

Baked  Goods  —  Dairy  Products  —  Fruits  and 
Vegetables  —  Confectionery  —  Ice  Cream  and 
Soft  Drinks  —  Film  Developed 

Bowen  Ed.  &  Broadway  LANCASTER,  N,  ¥. 

CHARLES  J.  KOESTLER 

FLORIST 

Harris  Hill  Road  and  Wehrle  Drive 
WILLIAMS VILLE,  NEW  YORK 


Compliments  of 

FRANK  R.  ROMANOWSKI 

Manager  of 

FRANKS  REAL  ESTATE  CO. 

Licensed  Broker  and  Notary  Public 
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Phone  HU  8876 

Phone  Lans.  1898-J-l  WHOLESALE  FOODS 

FOE  SERVICE  CALL  US 

SAK’S  FOODS 

Peeled  Potato  Service  —  Tree  Brand  Pickles  — 

Warmington’s  Auto  Wrecking 

Relish  —  Salad  Dressing  —  Catsup  —  Mustard. 
Catering  to  stores,  restaurants,  taverns,  hotels 

and  institutions* 

2919  Broadway  CHEEKTOWAGA,  N.  Y. 

3268  Union  Koad  CHEEKTOWAGA,  N.  Y. 

Phone  900 

Stop  at  Bursts  to  Quench  Your  Thirst — 

Eat  and  Drink  Until  You  Burst 

Compliment*  of 

BURST’S  TAVERN 

LAKESIDE  LAUNDRY 

The  Best  Roast  Beef  —  Chicken,  Steaks  &  Fish 

03-65  LAKE  AVENUE 

TELEVISION  —  CHOICE  WINES  &  LIQUORS 

3215  Broadway  CHEEKTOWAGA,  N.  Y. 

Phone  Lane.  711-J 

Phone  FI.  2871  S.  PEZDEK,  Proprietor 

DUNLOP  TIRE  &  RUBBER  Corp. 

DINE  and  DANCE — Fish  fry,  Friday  &  Saturday 

H.  Wienckowski,  Mgr.;  W.  Szpylman,  Salesman 

STAN’S  GRILL 

Try  our  Tripe  Dish 

53  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N.  Y* 

2835  BROADWAY  CHEEKTOWAGA,  N.  Y. 

Compliments  of 

Phone  TA  9640 

TANNER’S  GROCERY 

PULLMAN-BAILEY  GARAGE 

USED  CARS  WITH  A  FUTURE 

UZ  CENTRAL  AVENUE 

1640  BAILEY  AVENUE 

Phone  TA  1483 

Compliments  of 

Krieger’s  Heating  &  Hardware 

VIC’S  DINER 

WARM  AIR  HEATING 

2429  Union  Koad  CHEEKTOWAGA,  N.  Y* 

4702  BROADWAY  DEPEW,  N.  Y. 

Texaco  Products  —  Tires  —  Batteries  and 

ALOIS  and  LEO  KACZMAREK,  Props. 

Accessories  —  WE  AIM  TO  PLEASE 

Stop  In  Anytime  —  We’re  At  Your  Service 

HARRIS  SERVICE  STATION 

OLD  TOWN  RESTAURANT 

SERVICE  and  QUALITY 

204  Como  Park  Boulevard,  near  Union  Road 

South  Union  &  Rowley  Rds,  CHEEKTOWAGA 

CHEEKTOWAGA,  N,  Y. 
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Compliments  of 

ALDEN  POST  No.  1377 

AMERICAN  LEGION 


YOUNG’S  MILLS 

Custom  Grinding  and  Mixing  —  “Our  Mix” 
Feeds  Are  Unexcelled  —  Flour  — ■  Feed  —  Grain 

—  Hay  — -  Poultry  Litter 

Phone  Alden  2481 

JOE  GARAS  &  SONS 

CHOICE  MEATS  and  GROCERIES 

ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Alden  3796 

Electrical  Maintenanace  Service 

CONTRACTING  —  MOTOR  REWINDING 
GOULD  PUMPS  —  Service  and  Repair 

50  Exchange  Street  ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  ALDEN  2214 

Compliments  of 

EASTWOOD’S 

GENERAL  ELECTRIC  APPLIANCES 
MARTIN  OUTBOARD  MOTORS 

7354  Broadway  ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  ALDEN  4501 

NEELAND’S  DAIRY 

QUALITY  DAIRY  PRODUCTS  —  ICE  CREAM 

VISIT  OUR  DAIRY  BAR 

ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 


YANKEE  SODA  BAR 

BROADWAY  AT  CHURCH 

SERVING  THE  BEST  ICE  CREAM  MADE 
RICH’S  ICE  CREAM 

Compliments  of 

JEROME  H.  RAYNOR 

5441  Broadway 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Lane.  2 

Compliments  of 

2URBRICK  FUNERAL  HOME 

52  CIIURCII  STREET 

Phone  Lane  23-J  Mrs.  Charles  Walter,  Prop, 

WALTER’S  TOURIST  HOME 

5450  BROADWAY,  on  XL  S*  Route  £0 
LANCASTER,  NEW  YORK 

Compliments  of 

Adam  Berent  Delicatessen 

62  LAKE  AVENUE 

Phone  Alden  2901 

RUSHER  SERVICE 

FORD  and  MERCURY  8 

7275  BROADWAY  ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 


Phone  Lane.  1047  or  Alden  3911 
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Phone  973 

"In  Drugs,  If  It’s  REXALL,  It's  Right" 

Compliment#  of 

STOWELL’S  PHARMACY 

ART’S  GULF  SERVICE 

RALPH  D.  STOWELL  -  RICHARD  D.  STOWELL 

Pharmacists 

BROADWAY  and  LEGION 

ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  1146 

Phone  793 

Compliments  of 

ROHL  MOTOR  SERVICE 

Frank’s  Meats  and  Groceries 

ONE  STOP  SERVICE 

323  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N.  Y* 

Broadway  at  Holland  LANCASTER,  JSL  Y* 

Phone  Lane.  1052 

Phone  Lane.  998  CHAS.  R.  HICKS 

VICTORY  CLEANERS 

RAINBOW  TAVERN 

CLEANING  and  DYEING 

WE  CATER  TO  PARTIES 

SPEED  —  SERVICE 

209  CENTRAL  AVENUE 

224  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

* 

Phone  Lane.  422 

Phone  932 

RUSHER’S  GARAGE 

BROWNIE’S  FOOD  MARKET 

EXPERT  AUTO  REPAIRING 

EVERETT  BROMWICH,  Prop. 

Tires  —  Batteries  —  Accessories 

CENTRAL  AVENUE 

5593  Broadway  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

Phone  961 

Phone  653 

ELLICOTT  ROAD  GARAGE 

Wood’s  Wallpaper  &  Paint  Store 

TOWING  —  REPAIRING  —  BATTERIES 

L.  C,  MOSMAN,  Prop. 

TIRES  and  ACCESSORIES 

Ellicott  Rtl.  &  Central  Ave.  LANCASTER 

13  Lake  Avenue  LANCASTER 

Phone  366 

Compliment  a  of 

BARNHART’S  RED  &  WHITE 

MEATS  —  ICE  CREAM 

WENDEL’S  RESTAURANT 

FREE  DELIVERY 

220  Central  Avenue  LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 

5513  Broadway  LANCASTER,  N.  Y, 
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Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

UNION  HOTEL 

EMILIO  DiLUZIO  and  SONS,  Props. 

BOB’S  SNACK  BAR 

Spaghetti  and  Ravioli  Our  Specialty 

Fountain  Service  —  Rich's  Ice  Cream  — 

ROOMS 

Lunches  —  Candy  —  Tobacco 

Mechanic  and  Main  Street  AKRON,  N.  Y* 

7295  BROADWAY  ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Alden  3848  CHRIS  KIENER,  Prop. 

Phone  ALDEN  2581  or  4021 

WEST  ALDEN  PACKING  CO. 

Compliments  of 

CUSTOM  KILLING  —  WHOLESALE  MEATS 

BECKER  MOTORS 

Sandridge  Road  ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

7386  BROADWAY  ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Alden  3004 

Phone  Akron  3258 

Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

MEYER’S  STORE 

Charles  Davis  Restaurant 

GROCERIES  COLD  CUTS 

ALL  BRANDS  OP  BEER 

and  Grocery 

SANDRIDGE  ROAD  ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

Corner  South  Newstead  and  Buckwheat  Roads 

AKRON,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  Alden  3973  J.  BATTAGLIA,  Prop. 

Phone  Akron  3821 

Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

ALDEN  TYDOL  SERVICE 

Blue  Inn  Club  Restaurant 

COMPLETE  CAR  SERVICE 

AUTO  ACCESSORIES  PARTS 

DAVE  SALUSTRI,  Prop. 

6868  BROADWAY  ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

AKRON,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  3488  OTTO  ROLL,  Prop. 

Phone  Alden  2171 

WEST  ALDEN  GARAGE 

Compliments  of 

GENERAL  AUTO  REPAIRING 

FRANTZ  &  MEYFRS 

Tires  —  Accessories  —  Towing  —  Acetylene  ; 

Welding 

A  i\rYl  Tl  A  U  u.  ItILj  1  M—d  1\  l  j 

FURNITURE  —  FUNERAL  HOME 

WEST  ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 

Phone  AKRON  630 

Phone  Alden  2101 

Compliments  of 

Compliments  of 

LARRY’S  CYCLE  SHOP 

FERGUSON  HARDWARE 

Your  Troubles  Our  Specialty 

PROMPT  COURTEOUS  SERVICE 

Allis- Chalmers  Farm  Equipment 
Frigidaire  Equipment 

ROUTE  No.  5  AKRON,  NEW  YORK 

J 

4  Railroad  Street  ALDEN,  N.  Y. 
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Success 


Centennial 


L.  W.  Young 


Phones:  Alden  2321;  E.  Aurora  655-J;  TA.  0656 


SAVAGE  ROOFING 

and 

SIDING  CO. 

48  EXCHANGE  STREET  ALDEN,  NEW  YORK 


Phone:  LANC.  1453 


Stephan  Brothers 


Farmer  Brown,  Inc. 

Mason  Builders  Supplies 


Packers  of  Fresh  Vegetables 

in  Cellophane 


140  St.  Marys  St. 


DEPEW,  NEW  YORK 


LANCASTER,  N.  Y. 
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LANCASTER  MACHINE  KNIFE  WORKS 


Incorporated  In  1 896 


(Photo  taken  during  Old  Home  Week  in  1913.) 


President— ANDREW  CANT 
Vice  President — JOHN  CANT 
Secretary— R.  J.  CANT 
Treasurer — W.  J.  CANT 

The  Lancaster  Machine  and  Knife  Works 
was  originally  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
wood-working  machinery  and  machine  knives. 
The  company  was  reorganized  and  the  capitol 
stock  was  increased  in  1899,  after  which  the 
production  of  wood-working  machinery  was 
suspended,  and  the  entire  effort  was  concen¬ 
trated  on  knives,  braces  and  a  few  small  tools. 

The  factory  burned  to  the  ground  in  1899 — 
but  was  promptly  re-built. 

An  effective  display  of  products  was  made  at 
the  Pan-American  exposition  in  1901 — result¬ 
ing  in  associations  that  have  improved  year 
after  year  over  the  entire  48  intervening  years. 

In  1916  the  brace  business  was  disposed  of  to 
the  Stanley  Rule  and  Level  Co,  of  Connecticut. 
This  left  only  machine  knives,  shear  blades, 
punches  and  dies  in  the  regular  line. 

Andrew  Cant,  president  since  the  company’s 
incorporation,  passed  away  early  in  1924,  and 
his  son  Roderick  J.  Cant  was  elected  president, 
and  his  grandson  Perry  R.  Cant,  vice  president. 

In  1925  the  company  was  re-incorporated  into 
the  Lancaster  Machine  Knife  Works,  moderniz¬ 
ing  the  whole  establishment  in  every  sense  of 


the  word.  A  new  modern  office  was  built,  the 
shop  re-arranged  and  new  equipment  added. 

In  March,  1941,  Roderick  J.  Cant,  president, 
passed  away,  to  be  followed  by  his  son,  the  pres¬ 
ent  president,  Perry  R.  Cant.  Mr.  H.  Earle  was 
elected  vice  president  and  treasurer  and  Mr.  H. 
W.  strite,  secretary. 

The  company  makes  wood  working  knives 
from  a  mere  fraction  of  an  inch  long,  up  to  213 
inches  long — this  monster  being  used  for  cut¬ 
ting  veneer. 

In  the  metal  cutting,  shear  blades,  punches, 
dies  and  bar  cutters.  The  most  outstanding  item 
being  a  sectional  shear  blade  to  cut  a  6  inch 
square  bar  of  steel. 

During  the  recent  war,  gun  carriage  ways, 
tank  springs,  airplane  motor  cutting  tools,  ma¬ 
chine  gun  parts  and  numerous  other  dose  tol¬ 
erance  items  were  produced. 

Machine  knives  are  used  in  planing  mills, 
box  factories,  paper  mills,  cooperage  factories, 
in  fact,  every  conceivable  place  where  lumber  or 
wooden  articles  are  produced. 

A  machine  knife  is  a  knife  that  is  used  in  a 
machine,  be  that  machine  large  or  small.  No 
machine  knife  ever  has  a  handle — that  trade 
that  makes  handled  knives  is  known  as  cutlery 
trade. 

Machine  knives  are  made  from  soft  steel  back¬ 
ing,  with  the  tool  steel  that  holds  the  cutting 
edge  welded  on.  The  entire  process  from  rough 
bar  stock  to  finished  knife  being  handled  in 
the  Court  Street  Plant. 
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Scott  Air-Paks  are  reducing 
fire  losses  by  permitting 
action  at  the  fire's  source  — 
quickly,  and  without  fear  of 
unknown  smoke  or  fume 
hazards*  In  less  than  a 
minute  an  Air-Pak  is  on  the 
wearer  “ready  to  go",  with  a 
supply  of  cool,  confidence-inspiring  AIR  (not  oxygen)  instantly 
available* 

Scott  Air-Paks  can  foe  put  in  operation  in  temperatures  as  low 
as  20°  below  zero*  They  can't  be  “outbreathed”  —  provide  an 
ample  supply  of  air  regardless  of  age  or  physical  condition  of 
wearer*  Fine  for  training  purposes;  easy  to  use  and  learn  how  to 
use  —  Air  provides  inexpensive  training.  Standard  in  thousands 
of  fire  departments  and  industrial  plants. 


See  Our  Displays  In  The 


The  new 

Scott 


Inhalator 


— an  entirely  new,  highly  adapt¬ 
able  type  of  inhalator  for  use  by 
industrial  first  aid  rooms,  rescue 
squad’s,  etc. 

The  new  Scott  Demand  Inhalator 
is  the  simplest  and  most  economi¬ 
cal  method  of  oxygen  administra¬ 
tion,  providing  a  combination  of 
features  previously  considered  un¬ 
attainable.  Using  the  demand  prin¬ 
ciple,  the  Scott  Inhalator  allows 
oxygen  to  flow  at  any  amount  de¬ 
manded  by  the  patient.  If  greater 
breathing  assistance  seems  neces¬ 
sary,  the  Auxiliary  Flow  Control 
Button  may  be  manually  depressed, 
creating  a  continuous  flow  at  a 
slight  positive  pressure. 


Attention 


firemen! 

If  you  haven’t  worn  an  AIR-PAK,  you’ve  missed  an  interesting 
experience.  Wear  it  into  our  “Smoke  House”.  See  for  yourself  what 
it  ean  do  to  help  YOUR  department  lower  YOUR  community’s  fire 
losses  and  protect  its  firemen. 


SCOTT  AVIATION  CORP. 


Manufacturing:,  in  addition  to  the  Scott  Air-Pak  and  the  Scott  Oxygen  Inhalator,  a  complete  line 
of  aircraft  accessories,  sold  from  coast  to  coast  at  every  airport.  Suppliers  of  Oxygen  breathing 
equipment  to  the  Airlines. 
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